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 New Wineskins 
 
Read Matthew 9:11-17 

 

Context: The Old Testament Law prescribed fasting one day a year, but over time orthodox 
Judaism came to require fasting twice a week. John’s disciples wanted to know why Jesus’ 
disciples were not fasting. There is something much deeper than eating with sinners and fasting 
going on here. Jesus came to usher in an entirely new religious system – one based not on 
works, but on grace. The Pharisees couldn’t move from the old ingrained pattern of 
righteousness gained by what we do to the new order of things that focused on grace and the 
needs of broken people. Jesus didn’t reject fasting, he rejected fasting that had lost its original 
purpose and had become an end in itself. There was a disconnect between the ritual and 
traditions that had developed over the years and the new spiritual reality he came to usher in.  
 

1. Jesus responds by giving his listeners three images to consider. What are they and what 
is the point he makes with each? 
 

2. Jesus did not come to patch up the old religious system with its standards, practices, 
and traditions that over the years had come to overshadow, supersede and even at 
times contradict the original intentions of Scripture with their rigid application. Can you 
give examples from the gospels of this occurring?  How have you seen this occurring in 
our day? 
 

3. The wineskins represent things that are secondary: containers, structures, traditions, 
and patterns of doing things which, if we’re not careful, can become more important than 
the wine itself. The wine represents the essence of the gospel that has the power to 
profoundly change lives. Jesus is saying don’t get the two confused. Don’t equate the 
wineskin with the wine. How do we sometimes do that in our lives? Why is this so easy 
to do? What is the danger? 
 

4. What do the wineskins and the wine represent in our church? How can the two 
sometimes be confused? Give examples if you are able. 
 

5. We live in a rapidly changing world. Our culture is changing, people are changing, 
church life is changing. What changes have you or are you seeing?   
 

6. It’s natural to assume that what once worked so well, should always work, but wineskins 
(structure, programs, ministries, standards / expectations) that once bore fruit, may no 
longer be as effective today. How have you seen this?   
 

7. If our church is going to engage people with the message of Jesus Christ and invite 
them to experience the richness and goodness of the wine, what is the question we 
should always be asking?   

 

8. Why are we sometimes hesitant to let go of ministries, programs, and traditions in the 
church that are no longer very effective?  What might help us be more open to new ways 
of ministry as the world continues to change?     


