
Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 1 ∙ Text: 1 Kings 1; 2 Chronicles 

Introduction: There are many reasons one could give for choosing to study the life of Solomon. I began with the 

thought of using this study as a follow-up to our study, The Life of King David. Secondly, we have always greatly 

benefited from our studies of biblical characters (Daniel, Esther, Ruth, Elijah to name some). But perhaps what drew 

me most to Solomon was my reading of a study by Dr. Philip Graham Ryken on the life of Solomon, which we will 

use to guide us in our study along with Tyndale’s Cornerstone Biblical Commentary by William Barnes, The 

Expositors Bible Commentary by R. D. Patterson, and Focus on the Bible series by Dr. Dale Ralph Davis. 

It should be noted that we will not be studying the entire book of 1 Kings, only the life of Solomon, which is 

covered in the first 11 chapters of 1 Kings. It should also be noted that the book of 2 Chronicles will be used as an 

additional source for our study as it provides insights not provided by the writers of 1 Kings. One final note, by 

William Barnes regarding the authorship of 1 Kings: “As is the case with many of the books of the Old Testament, 

the author (or authors) of the books of 1-2 Kings is unknown. The title “Kings” clearly has to do with the content of 

Kings, not with the identity of the author. This is also the case, for example, with 1-2 Samuel, in which Samuel the 

prophet himself is last mentioned in 1 Samuel 28, when he was already dead and called up from the grave!. The 

anonymity of these biblical writers, however, is not necessarily typical of historical works elsewhere in the ancient 

world: The authors of classic works of history are sometimes quite well known…….Regarding the books of Kings, 

evangelical scholars tend to speak of anonymous compilations of sources (Harrison 1969:723), and non-evangelical 

scholars resort to so-called Deuteronomists compiling earlier written and oral traditions before and during the 

Judahite exile in the mid-sixth century BC. Friedman (1997:146-158) suggests that Baruch son of Neriah (the 

famous scribe of Jeremiah) was the author of Kings (and indeed author/editor of the Deuterononmistic History in 

general. Baruch lived in the mid- to late 7th century BC, and he survived up to and beyond the Judahite exile in the 

early 6th century, after the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians in 586 BC (Barnes 1991:158). In the final analysis 

the wisest course at present (and the tendency in both evangelical and non-evangelical scholarship) is to counsel 

hesitation in identifying the author of 1-2 Kings. Ultimately the issue of authorship is secondary. The focus of any 

sympathetic reader of 1-2 Kings must be on its theology—what its retelling of the monarchical villains and heroes of 

the OT faith conveyed to its original readers, and what it means for people of faith today.” 

1. Text: 1 Kings 1:1-4 ∙ Poor David 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “The story of King Solomon starts with King David, who was old and advanced in years. 

And although they covered him with clothes, he could not get warm. For anyone who admires King David, this 

scene is full of pathos.” 

 From what you know of David’s life and a cursory reading of 1 Samuel 16 thru 2 Samuel 24, what about 

David’s life to this point makes this scene “full of pathos”? 

 

 

 

 

Personal Thought by Dr. Ryken: “What happened to David will happen to (almost) all of us. Our hearing will fail; 

our eyesight will grow dim; our limbs will get weak and brittle. Eventually we will be confined to bed, and maybe 

we will find it hard to stay warm. How important it is, therefore, for everyone to heed the counsel that Solomon 

gave, in the days of his wisdom: Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come 

and the years draw near of which you will say, ‘I have no pleasure in them.’ (Eccles. 12:1). If, like David, we give 

our hearts to God when we are young, we will still remember Him when we are old, and He will remember us.” 

2. Text: 1 Kings 1:5-10 ∙ Trouble in Jerusalem 

Question: Dr. Ryken” “As David’s kingship came to an end, his royal court was full of intrigue. The courtiers 

were whispering in the passageways: “Who will be the next king?” William Barnes notes: “Crisis is in the air.”  

 The question had been on people’s mind for years. In fact there had already been at least two attempts to 

take the throne away from David: the rebellion of his son Absalom, which led to civil war (2 Sam. 14-18), 

and the uprising of Sheba the Benjamite (2 Sam. 20). David was able to quell both of those rebellions, but 

as he grew older he also grew weaker……“his shivering impotence” was creating a power vacuum. As far 

as God was concerned, who was David’s rightful heir and why do you think God chose Solomon to be 

David’s heir (2 Samuel 7:4-17, 12:24-25; 1 Chron. 22:6-10)? 

 

 

 

 There was another contender for the kingship, however—and most people saw him as the heir apparent. 

His name is Adonijah. How does the writer of 1 Kings describe him and based on the description, what 

view does he want us to have of him (1 Samuel 16:7; 2 Samuel 13:20-22, 14:25-27)? 



 Adonijah’s attempted usurpation to the throne began with a ceremonial gathering of his supporters in the 

same way Absalom began his attempted coup. Not everyone, however, is at Adonijah’s party or on his 

bandwagon. What insight do you get into this coup by analyzing this list of invitees and non-invitees? 

 

 

 

 

3. Text: 1 Kings 1:11-27 ∙ Counter-plan 

Question: William Barnes: “We should not forget that this was no ordinary petty kingdom in the Fertile 

Crescent of the ancient Near East, for salvific blessings on all humankind then and in the future had been 

promised to flow from the Davidic dynasty (Read 2 Samuel 7:18-29).” 

 Not inviting ‘Nathan the prophet’ to the party soon proved to be a tactical error. What was at stake and 

what strategy does Nathan employ against the plot of Adonijah? 

 

 

Personal Application: William Barnes: “Believers in every age stand amazed at the remarkably contingent nature of 

God’s will being accomplished.” I would add that we also are amazed at the difference one man can make when he 

knows and follows the will of God. Maybe we are amazed because we are not as willing as Nathan was to take the 

necessary action. Dale R. Davis writes: “Everything, humanly speaking, hinges on Nathan. I do not think we should 

use this text as a piece of Christian cheer-leading or religious rah-rah. I don’t think the text is grabbing me by the 

lapels telling me to ‘become a Nathan.’ But surely it implies that one’s service in Christ’s kingdom has a real dignity 

about it and that one can never tell how crucial one servant’s labor may prove to be. Surely a Lord who remembers 

cups of water handed to His people does not think lightly of our faithfulness, major or minor.” 

 

4. Text: 1 Kings 1:28-31 ∙ Long Live The King 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “According to ancient custom, the death of a ruler is greeted with the following words: 

“The king is dead; long live the king!” This may seem like a contradictory thing to say. If the king is dead, then 

what use is there in wishing him long life? But the point is that the kingdom will endure. Even though one king 

is dead, another king lives to take his place. The kingship will survive, and therefore people who hope for the 

continuity of the monarchy say, “The king is dead. Long live the king!” 

 David may have been dying, but he was not dead yet. After he finished his audience with Bathsheba, David 

acts immediately and decisively. Contrast the men David called to carry out the public anointing of 

Solomon with the men Adonijah chose. What makes this a “shrewd and godly maneuver” as Dr. Ryken 

describes it? 

 

 

 

Personal Question: This scene should force us to reflect: What stirred David to action? The answer was: the fate of 

the kingdom. What stirs us, as kingdom servants, to life? What catches our zeal? Is it our portfolio? It is Saturday 

afternoon or Sunday football? Is it that new car or new house? Dr. Davis asks: “Do the first three petitions of the 

Lord’s prayer move, grip, and stir us?” What stirs us reveals us.  

 Once David had given the orders (vv. 32-35) for Solomon’s enthronement, the people had a choice to 

make. Describe the response (vv.36-47) of: 

o Benaiah 

o Zadok 

o Nathan 

o David’s mighty men (Kerethites & Pelethites) 

o The people 

o Adonijah 



 

 Even old King David……How did David respond to the coronation of Solomon and the response of the 

people? What is impressive to you about his response to what was taking place (2 Sam. 7)? 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing thoughts and challenge from Dr. Philip Ryken: “Almost every detail of this coronation 

celebration helps us understand the kingship of Jesus Christ—His anointing, His enthronement, and His 

everlasting dominion.” Most people have never witnessed a real live coronation. In the United States we 

have never crowned anyone king at all. But proper kings are supposed to be crowned and in telling us how 

Solomon was crowned, 1 Kings 1 also helps us understand the coronation of Christ as king……..Jesus of 

Nazareth was the rightful heir of David’s throne (Matt. 1:6-7). Thus He had a rightful claim to David’s 

throne. And when He rode into the kingdom city of Jerusalem on a royal donkey he was fulfilling what had 

been prophesied regarding the Christ by Zechariah (9:9) and it was a public declaration of His royal office. 

The King was on parade. King Jesus was also anointed. Indeed, this is the very meaning of the word Christ, 

which is literally, the “Anointed One.” Jesus was not anointed by a prophet or a priest but by the Spirit of 

God (Luke 3:21-22, 4:18). This shows the superiority of Christ’s kingship. The oil that the prophets and 

priests used to anoint the OT kings was a sign of the Spirit; it showed that God the Holy Spirit had 

appointed and equipped the king to serve as King. But Jesus was anointed with the Spirit Himself. His 

kingship was not simply a sign of God’s kingly rule, therefore, but the living reality of God’s dominion. 

The divine King was divinely anointed for divine rule.  

Eventually, like King Solomon, King Jesus was enthroned, taking His place at the right hand of God on the 

throne of the universe. But first something strange happened—something that never happened to any other 

king of any other kingdom: the King with the crown of thorns went to the cross, where He gave His life to 

save His people…….When Jesus died on the cross, Satan and all the enemies of God could say, “The King 

is dead! But that is not the end of the story, because on the 3rd day God said, “Long live the King!” and 

Jesus came right up from the grave. Soon He was royally enthroned, as God fulfilled His ancient promise to 

the house of David (Ps. 101:1). What joy there must have been in heaven when the Son of God ascended to 

His throne! What shouts of triumph! What blasts of trumpets! What songs of praise! His throne is greater 

than the throne of David and Solomon. It is superior to all other dominions, for Jesus Christ sits forever on 

the royal throne of heaven as king over all—the royal king that God anointed. 

We too may acclaim Him as our king. We may do this the way Benaiah did it, saying “amen” to the 

kingship of Jesus Christ and praying for His kingdom to increase. Every time we pray for the kingdom to 

come, and for the gospel to reach our friends and neighbors, and for the church to grow around the world, 

we honor Christ as king. We may also acknowledge the kingship of Christ with our worship, as the people 

did in the streets of Jerusalem. Whether we are men, or women, or children, we can all make music for our 

King. This is how we serve Christ and His kingdom: by enthroning Jesus in our hearts and saying, “Long 

live the King!” 

 

 



Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 2 ∙ Text: 1 Kings 2 

1. Text: 1 Kings 2:1-4 ∙ David’s Charge #1 

Question: Dr. Davis: “David is nearing his death and knows it and so charges Solomon with what matters 

most.” 

 William Barnes: “In OT times, rarely was any distinction made between what we would refer to as heaven 

and hell—all people (with the rare exception of Enoch and Elijah) were reckoned as going to Sheol 

(probably best understood as the personified grave) when they died…..Most OT texts suggest a kind of 

quasi existence, where, notably, the dead cannot praise or worship Yahweh as the living do (Is. 38:16-19). 

There are, however, some optimistic references (mostly in later texts) to the possibility of resurrection, or at 

least some positive conscious existence with God for the righteous (Ps. 115:16-18; Ezekiel 37:1-14; Dan. 

12:2-3).” What important truth does David begin with, in his charge to Solomon, and what additional truth 

(s) regarding ‘life after death’ is presented by the author to Hebrews (9:15-28) and by Jesus in Matthew 

16:27 & John 8:24? 

 

 

Personal: People want to know what will happen to them after they die and there are many opinions about it in 

the world. Rev. Phillips reminds us “that what matters is not the opinion of man, but what matters is what the 

Bible says.” The most important thing in life is that we make provision for that day “which is as close as the day 

of our death.” What provision have you made for that day? In what ways will you make use of what you have 

learned or been reminded of today with those who do not know what will happen to them when they die? 

 What insight do we get from Proverbs 4:1-9 regarding the relationship of David and Solomon which 

directly contributed to Solomon’s ‘spiritual vitality and dedication to God’ during the early days of his life? 

 

 

 

 

 What does David’s charge to Solomon consist of and what does David say is the key to the stability, 

prosperity, and continuum of Solomon’s kingdom (Joshua 1:1-9; Jeremiah 18:1-12; Matthew 7:24-25)? 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Davis: “Here we have, side-by-side, the promise of David and the law of Moses. And there is no 

conflict between them; indeed they are perfectly compatible.” These words of David build a strong case for 

“retribution theology.” How are we to understand David’s “conditional” words (if) to Solomon in light of 

the promise God made to David in 2 Samuel 7:14-16? Is it possible for the disobedience of Solomon or any 

of his descendents to negate the promise of God made to David? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Text: 1 Kings 2: 5-46 ∙ David’s Charge #2  

Question: Dr. Davis: “David and Solomon commonly receive hermeneutical beatings for their words and 

actions in this story. The narrative recounts, we are told, Solomon’s ‘callous, systematic elimination of all 

threats’, and Solomon is ‘a man of ruthless action, pursuing power by all means at his disposal’; hence this is a 

‘fairly sordid story of power-politics thinly disguised as a morality tale.’ 

 Dr. Philip Ryken: “The question in 1 Kings 1 was succession (who would be the next king). The question is 

chapter 2 is ____________. This question gets answered in verse 12 and again in verse 46 (note the 

connection with 2 Samuel 7:12-13). Together these verses form an inclusio—they mark the beginning and 

the end of a section of the Bible—and they tell us what that section is all about.” So what is the question in 

chapter 2 and therefore why is David right to issue this charge to Solomon? 

 

 

 



 

3. Text: 1 Kings 2: 12-46 ∙ Solomon’s Execution 

Question: Twice in his charge to Solomon, David encourages Solomon with the words: “You are a man of 

wisdom.” William Barnes notes that “this is an ironic foreshadowing of the major criteria for Solomon’s 

suitability to succeed David as king (see chap. 3). Solomon’s ‘wisdom’ is clearly of a practical, not theoretical 

bent, as soon will be illustrated. Scott (1965:xvii) has helpfully described the Hebrew word khokmah (wisdom) 

as “expertness of a particular kind” that is a combination of special, innate gifts coupled with training and 

experience. Such is the case here where Solomon’s wisdom will supersede any timidity or inappropriate 

tenderheartedness he might have had in executing his father’s commands.” 

 The first man Solomon had to deal with was Adonijah. In our last lesson we left off our coverage of his 

attempted coup while he was celebrating his own coronation. When he heard that Solomon had become 

king over Jerusalem, overcome with fear, he headed for ‘the horns of the altar.’ On what basis did Solomon 

extend grace to Adonijah (1:52-53)? 

 

 

 Adonijah’s request seemed like a small one. In fact, he was willing to give up the entire kingdom and he 

was even willing to acknowledge that Solomon’s kingdom was God’s will. All he wanted was Abishag’s 

hand in marriage. Even Bathsheba’s willingness to bring his request to Solomon leads us to consider that 

this was a legitimate request. What issues (sinful desires) does Adonijah still have that led him to make this 

request and on what grounds did Solomon not only reject his request but put an end to his life? 

 

 

 

 

 Abiathar’s story is told very briefly. There is, however, a lesson for anyone who acts as Abiathar did (1:7). 

What was Abiathar’s folly (sin)? How did Solomon deal with him and what lesson (s) is there in this brief 

story for everyone who acts as Abiathar did (Matthew 13:36-43; Rev. 21:8; 1 Samuel 2:27-36)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 Admittedly David should have dealt with Joab long before this (2 Samuel 3:1-39; 20:1-23), but David was 

not able—“these sons of Zeruiah are too strong for me.” Now Solomon is left to complete the task. When 

Joab heard what had happened to Adonijah and Abiathar, he too headed for the horns of the altar (Exodus 

21:12-14).  

o Identify Joab’s folly (sin). 

o Why was it important for Solomon to put him to death? 

o Why was he not spared even though he was holding onto the horns of the altar (Gen. 9:6; 1 Kings 

2:33)? 

 

 

Personal Application: Dr. Ryken reminds us that going to church will not save us anymore than to the 

tabernacle saved Joab. Furthermore, it is not enough simply to be desperate for mercy, as Joab was; we must 

come to God in true repentance for our sins and genuine faith in Jesus Christ. If we hold on to His cross, we will 

be fully forgiven. As Charles Spurgeon said: “The Lord has appointed an altar in the person of His own dear 

Son, Jesus Christ, where there shall be shelter for the very vilest of sinners if they but come and lay hold 

thereon.”  

 The beginning of Shimei’s story is told in 2 Samuel 16:5-13 and the end in our text (36-46). 

o Identify Shimei’s folly (sin). 

 

o Solomon has David’s orders, regarding what to do with Shimei, but he chooses mercy and house 

arrest. We may understand the mercy, but why house arrest? 

 

o But Shimei could not sit still and it cost him his life and the writer tells us again that “the kingdom 

was now firmly established in Solomon’s hands.”  Obviously it was stupid of Shimei to leave the 

city, but was it sinful enough to be punished with death? Was justice really done? How would you 

answer this question and what reason would you give? 



 

Personal Application: The answer to the 1st question of the Heidelberg Catechism—what is my only comfort in life 

and in death (for a believer) includes a challenging line: Because I belong to Him, Christ, by His Spirit, assures me 

of eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for Him. Each of the men that 

Solomon executed had one thing that he refused to give up for the kingdom of God and therefore were not 

wholeheartedly willing and ready to serve the King. We all face similar temptations. The question for us is: Is there 

one thing keeping me from giving everything to the Kingdom of God? Dr. Ryken writes: “It is all or nothing with 

God, as it is for every self-respecting king. If we only follow God when He gives us what we want, then we are 

not treating Him as a king at all but only as a servant. For God to come first for us, he has to come first in 

everything, including the one thing we really do not want to give up for His kingdom, whatever that one thing may 

be. Jesus said, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you 

(Matt. 6:33). 

The trouble is, of course, that we often put what we want ahead of what God wants. We build our own kingdoms 

rather than seeking first the kingdom of God. This is evident every time we indulge a sinful pleasure, or speak an 

angry word, or make a selfish purchase. And this is why we need the mercy and forgiveness that God offers us in 

Jesus, the king who established God’s forever kingdom by bleeding on the cross and rising from the grave. Like 

Solomon, Jesus established His throne by eliminating all His enemies, only His enemies were the strongest of all: 

sin, death, and the Devil. Jesus defeated these enemies by suffering the deadly punishment that we deserve for our 

sins, so that we would not die but live. 

To accomplish this saving work, Jesus had to put the kingdom first, and so He did. He did not come to do His own 

will, He said, but the will of His Father in heaven (John 6:38). This included renouncing all the temptations of 

money, sex, violence and power. Jesus could have claimed the wealth of the nations, but He chose instead to live in 

poverty, proving that money was not His master. Nor did Jesus give in to sexual temptation, sinfully gratifying His 

sexual desire, but living instead with perfect purity and chastity. He did not seek power through wrongful violence 

but patiently suffered the abuse of sinful men, even to the point of death. Jesus put the kingdom first, refusing to let 

even a single thing get in the way of giving His life for our salvation. 

Now Jesus calls us to join with Him in putting the kingdom first—first in our minds and hearts, first with our bodies, 

and first with our bank accounts. It is only when we share our wealth for kingdom work, protect the purity of our 

sexuality, and give up any claim to rule our destiny that we are able to stop using sex, money, and power for 

ourselves, and use them instead for the glory of God and the kingdom of Jesus Christ.”  

 

 



Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 3 ∙ Text: 1 Kings 3 

1. Text: 1 Kings 3:1-6; 2 Chronicles 1:1-6 ∙ The Spiritual Condition of the Kingdom 

Question: R. D. Patterson: “Solomon’s marriage to Pharaoh’s daughter was the seal of a political alliance with 

Egypt. That such a marriage came about gives some indication of the importance of the kingdom Solomon 

inherited from his father as well as the decline of Egyptian power at this time. Formerly Egyptian Pharaohs 

consistently refused to allow their daughters to marry even the most important and powerful kings. In this 

instance it appears that Pharaoh felt it to be advantageous to ally himself with Solomon, giving him not only his 

daughter but also Gezer as a wedding gift. This would give him clear trade routes thru Palestine. Solomon, on 

the other hand, could by this means secure his southern border…..The rendering “made an alliance with 

Pharaoh” reflects accurately the literal Hebrew: “became Pharaoh’s son-in-law,” which stresses the relationship 

between father-in-law and bridegroom rather than that between the bride and groom. This was a rather common 

practice as a means of cementing and maintaining international agreements and securing a nation’s borders.” 

 “In order to understand Solomon’s “wish/request” (vv. 6-9) we need to know what kind of man he was. We 

need to know what kind of person he is on the inside, in the spiritual life of his soul”, writes Dr. Ryken. 

How would you assess the “spiritual condition of Solomon” at the outset of his reign (Exodus 34:8-16; 1 

Kings 7:8, 11:1-6; 2 Chronicles 8:11; Deuteronomy 12:1-14; 1 Samuel 9:11-25)?  

 

 

 

2. Text: 1 Kings 3:3-6 ∙ Solomon’s Love for the Lord 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “The Bible describes Solomon as a man after David’s own heart. Solomon loved the 

Lord……. This is virtually the highest praise that any one person could ever receive.” 

 Love is more than a feeling, however. In what tangible and practical ways did Solomon demonstrate and 

express his love? 

 

 

 Solomon’s affectionate prayer is a model for our own love life with the living God.” What is instructive to 

you about the way in which Solomon begins his response to the gracious offer of God? 

 

 

 

 Thought Question: In what way would this model of prayer be useful to the pray-er? 

 

 

 

 Personal Question: Can it be said of you as it was said of King Solomon that you love the Lord? What 

evidence is there in your life that you long to be with Him? Do you meet with Him publically and 

privately? Have you told Him recently that you love Him or do you just assume that He knows? And 

finally, what practical demonstration of your love for Him have you made? 

 

 

3. Text: 1 Kings 3:7-9 ∙ Solomon’s Wish 

Question: Many fairy tales center around the idea of the main character being granted a wish. It’s fun to imagine 

such a fanatical scenario, but that’s not what real life is like—except for one man, Solomon. 

 Identify exactly what God offered Solomon. 

 

 Why do you think God made “this extraordinary and unprecedented offer” (Ryken) to Solomon?  

 

 

 What was Solomon’s “wish/request” and what was the basis or foundation for making this request?  

 

 

 

 What does our text say was Solomon’s motive for what he asked? What did he want to use it for and what 

does this request tell you about Solomon? 

 

 

 



 James 3:13-17 also speaks to this issue of wisdom. What are the characteristics of true wisdom, according 

to James, and how do they coincide with the motives of Solomon when he asked for wisdom? 

 

 

 

 Personal Question: Dr. Davis writes: “Solomon’s situation was unique; he alone inherited David’s throne; 

so only he could pray exactly this prayer. But his wise request is still an excellent example for us to follow. 

Unlike Solomon, I am not a king, but shouldn’t I pray like one?” In what areas of your life do you need to 

ask God for “an understanding mind/heart”?____________________________________________ 

 

4. Text: 1 Kings 3:10-14 ∙ God’s Gracious Gift 

Question: Our text tells us that God was pleased to answer Solomon’s prayer and grant his wise request. 

 What does God say was particularly pleasing to Him about Solomon’s request and what do you think made 

this request such a wise choice? 

 

 

 

 In asking for wisdom, Solomon was refusing to ask for any of the things that most people want out of 

life……..Not that it would have been wrong for Solomon to ask for any of these things. Life is good; 

money can be useful; it is better to ask God to take care of your enemies. Solomon could have requested 

these for the sake of his kingdom. What truth does Solomon express in Prov. 4: 7-9, 8:11 & 16:16, which 

must have guided his decision to ask for wisdom? 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Ryken: “It may seem tempting to envy Solomon for the invitation he was given to ask for anything he 

wanted from God. But God is ready to grant us Solomon’s wish.” What do the following texts teach us 

about the wisdom which is available to us today, how is it acquired, and why would this be more valuable 

than the wisdom Solomon was given (Psalm 90:12; Matt. 12:42; 2 Tim. 3:15; 1 Cor. 1:18-30; Col. 2:3, 

James 1:5)? 

 

 

 

 Thought question: Why do you think God added the gifts of “riches and honor” to the gift of a “wise and 

discerning mind—greater than anyone who has ever lived before him or after him” (1 Kings 10:23-24)? 

 

 

 

 Thought Question: There was one promise that came with a condition—an “if”. What condition was placed 

on the promise of a “lengthened life?” This same promise had been made often to Israel (Deut. 6:1-2 & 

11:8-9). Why do you think God placed a condition on this promise? 

 

 

Personal Application: After Solomon awoke from his dream, he went up to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord, and presented many offerings to the praise of his God. How wise this was! May it be that it 

would be recorded of us that our first response to God’s grace is one of thanksgiving.   

5. Text: 1 Kings 3:16-28 ∙ Evidence 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “There is always something deeply satisfying about finding a simple solution to a difficult 

dilemma…….A famous example of dilemma-solving comes from the ancient world. At the palace of the 

Phrygian kings in Gordium, there was an oxcart tied to a post with an intricate knot. According to legend, 

whoever was able to untie the knot would rule Asia Minor. Never a man to back down on a challenge, and 

having some considerable interest in ruling Asia Minor himself, Alexander the Great tried to untie the knot 

when he wintered at Gordium in 333 BC. Upon discovering that the knot did not have any ends to unravel, 

Alexander undid the Gordian knot by taking his sword and slicing it in two—a simple solution to a difficult 

dilemma. 

There is a story from the Bible that gives the simple solution to an even more difficult dilemma. This particular 

dilemma could not be solved by the stroke of a sword, because the center of the dilemma was not simply a knot, 

but a baby.” 

 



 God had promised to give Solomon an understanding mind that would enable him to discern between good 

and evil (v. 12); and here is a court case to prove that God had really granted him what he had promised. 

Describe the case which was brought before him and include your thoughts on what made it a particularly 

difficult dilemma. 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Ryken: “The whole situation is pitiful, in the sense that everyone in our story deserves our pity…..This 

was a serious test of the gift that God had promised…..There was a kind of equity in this legal compromise 

but also a horrible cruelty. It was a brutal decree: the bisection of a baby. People must have looked at 

Solomon with absolute astonishment. This was not wisdom; it was folly!” But was it folly? How would this 

bring about true justice? What did Solomon need to hear in order to make his decision for justice? 

 

 

 

 Dr. Ryken: “Word of what the king had done spread like wildfire…..Solomon’s verdict was a remarkable 

confirmation that he has received the holy gift of divine wisdom. It also proved that he was the right man to 

rule over Israel (Prov. 20:8, 25:2)……There is a question we still need to ask, however: what does this 

story have to do with us and our need for the gospel of Jesus Christ? All Scripture is beneficial for 

training in righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16). Furthermore, everything in the Bible pertains to the suffering and 

glory of Jesus Christ (Luke 24:26-27). So how do we make those life and gospel connections here? 

Whenever we consider Solomon, we need to remember that Jesus described Himself as someone greater 

than Solomon (Matt. 12:42). Thus, the kingdom of Solomon always points us to the greater kingdom of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.” We should note that Solomon not only was able to bring justice to a given situation, but 

in the process showed mercy to one of these women/prostitutes by protecting her from injustice. “Many 

people would have said that whores and their bastards didn’t deserve any justice, or mercy, but Solomon 

treated them as real people who really mattered” (Ryken). So the question for us is: If the kingdom of 

Solomon always points us to the greater kingdom of Jesus Christ, in what way (s) is Jesus greater in His 

wisdom in administering justice and extending mercy to the undeserving (Psalm 72:1-4; Isaiah 11:2-4; 

Matt. 16:27; Romans 3:26; 2 Cor. 5:10; Rev. 22:12)? 

 

 

 

 

Personal Application by Dr. Ryken: “Now we are called to serve our wise King by doing justice and loving 

mercy, showing other people the same grace that God has shown to us in Jesus Christ. We are agents of God’s 

mercy so that people will know the grace of our King. No matter how difficult the case, no one is beneath our 

pity or beyond the mercy of God. 

Some years ago now, a young woman experienced God’s mercy when she came to church to confess her sexual 

sin. It was clear that she was truly sorry for what she had done and had already confessed her sin to the Lord. 

Yet she was finding it hard to believe that God still loved her. She knew that Jesus had died on the cross to 

forgive her sins, but she still struggled with many despairing thoughts of self-condemnation. Some sort of 

spiritual breakthrough was badly needed, but it was not clear how. Finally, someone wisely said what turned out 

to be exactly the thing she needed to hear: “Understand that when God looks at you he doesn’t say, ‘There goes 

that whore,’ he says, ‘You are my beloved daughter.’ 

This is what it means to be under the wise and saving mercy of Christ the King. As far as He is concerned, there 

are no whores in the family of God, and no bastards…..only beloved children, whom He has promised to love 

forever.” 

 

 

 

 

 



Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 4 ∙ Text: I Kings 4  

Dr. Dale Ralph Davis: “Charles Spurgeon remembered the day he was sent to shop with a basket to purchase a pound of tea, a 

quarter-pound of mustard, and three pounds of rice. On his way home, however, he saw a pack of hounds and took after them 

over the hedge and ditch but found, upon arriving home, that his spirited jostle had thoroughly mixed tea, mustard, and rice into 

one inseparable mess. Some readers may think 1 Kings 4 meets such a description……What is one to make of lists of cabinet 

officials and district officers, notes about the happiness of the populace, a tabulation of the daily dietary requirements for the 

royal table, along with reports about barley for horses and remarks—among other things—about hyssop shrubs? 

1. Text: 1 Kings 4:1-6 ∙ Solomon’s Rule Over Israel 

Question: Dr. Davis: “The chapter, however, is not an unconnected basket of fragments…..” 

 The names of those holding ‘cabinet posts in the state department’ are given first in verses 1-6. Given what 

we learned in chapter 3, what does this “list” tell you about Solomon’s rule and why is this important 

information for us to have? 

 

 

 

 As a side note, it is interesting to note, given what we learned in 2:26-27, that Abiathar is listed as one of 

the priests who served Solomon during this time. What do you think accounts for this? 

 

 

 

2. Text: 1 Kings 4:7-28 ∙ Solomon’s Rule Over Israel 

Question: Verses 7-19 tell us that Solomon also put in place twelve district officers who were over all Israel, 

with one governor (v. 19) over the twelve district officers. In 3:8-9 we read that Solomon had a concern that ‘he 

would not be able to govern so many people.’  

 However, in verses 20-28 we hear the writer’s exuberance over the scope of Solomon’s rule, over all the 

kingdoms from the Euphrates to the border of Egypt. Describe in detail the benefits which were brought 

about as a result of this system of government which Solomon established? 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Iain Provan notes that “in-spite-of the great demands placed on the district officers to supply what was 

needed to maintain such a kingdom, Solomon’s economic arrangements were not oppressive to his own 

people.” According to our text, why was this possible (2 Kings 18:17-33)? 

 

 Dr. Davis: “We have all been there; someone tells a story—a corny story—and some in the crowd take it 

literally, even though it was meant as a joke—they miss the point………..Now that can happen when we 

interpret Scripture. The biblical text may report something to us and because we do not catch the intention 

of the biblical writer we may completely miss his point. That’s why it is so crucial to sense the tone of the 

text, the mood of the writer, in verses 20-25. We must latch on to his attitude to understand him rightly. 

Sometimes it is right on the surface and sometimes we must dig a little to discover, in this case, the 

foundation of the writer’s ‘joy and exuberance’ in his description of the benefits which came to Israel as a 

result of the wise rule of Solomon.” What was the foundation that lay beneath the ‘joy and exuberance’ of 

the writer of our text and the precise description of these benefits (Genesis 22; Joshua 1:1-6; 2 Samuel 7:4-

11)?  

 

 

 

 Dr. Iain Provan: “The picture is a glorious one……..but what about the horses referred to in 26-28?” Do 

they merely attest to Solomon’s great wealth or is there more here than meets the eye (Is. 31:1; Ps.33:16-

17; Deuteronomy 17:16)? 

 

 

3. 1 Kings 4:29-34 ∙ Solomon’s Wisdom 

Question: “And God (fulfilling his promise) gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight and a breadth of 

understanding.”  

 List all of the ways in which the writer describes this wisdom and the ways in which his wisdom was 

demonstrated. 

 



Personal Challenge by Dr. Ryken: “Solomon was the renaissance man of the ancient world……If we are wise, we 

will follow his example by finding delight in the world that God has made and learning everything it has to teach us. 

Gaze at the high constellations in the evening sky. Watch the osprey dive in the mountain lake to claim its prey. 

Smell the flower that blooms along the path in summertime. Notice the trail of ants crawling from the picnic to the 

anthill. Do not miss the marvels all around us—the things that God has made, which the Holy Spirit can use to teach 

us how to live.” Dr. Davis adds: “Since God has left His fingerprints of wisdom everywhere, since there is no place 

where God does not furnish us with raw materials for godly thinking, Christians should be seized with a 

rambunctious curiosity to ponder His works, both the majestic and the mundane. The task of wisdom is joyfully to 

describe and investigate all God’s works. We may not be Solomons in insight, but we can gratefully examine the 

same data.” 

4. Text: Various 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “Thinking about what it must have been like to live under the reign of Solomon and to be 

a part of his kingdom leads us to consider what the Bible calls “the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.” 

Luke records Jesus as saying that “it was the Father’s good pleasure to give us the kingdom” (Luke 22-34). The 

Scottish preacher Thomas Boston believed that Jesus used this comparison because “the greatest number of 

earthly good things come together in a kingdom—a kingdom with peace and prosperity for all its citizens.” 

King Solomon had this kind of a kingdom…..Charles Spurgeon said that “the kingdom of Israel under the sway 

of Solomon was a fair type of the reign of our Lord Jesus.” According to Spurgeon, “The present state of the 

church may be compared to the reign of David: splendid with victories, but disturbed with battles. Yet there 

are better days to come, days in which the kingdom shall be extended and become more manifest; and 

then the Lord Jesus Christ shall be even more conspicuously seen as the Solomon of God’s kingdom. 
Therefore, looking at Solomon’s kingdom is an excellent way for us to see the blessings that God has for us in 

Jesus Christ.” Psalm 72 has been given the title “Of Solomon.” It is better entitled “A prayer of David for 

Solomon.” W. S. Plumer notes that “Solomon is certainly spoken of, in this Psalm, though, chiefly as a type of 

Christ. The Psalm is therefore Typical-Messianic. Using our text, which has presented four aspects of the glory 

of Solomon’s reign and the blessings of being a part of his kingdom, compare the blessings (physical and 

spiritual) of belonging to “the kingdom of Christ, now and in the future, some of which are spoken of in Psalm 

72.  

 Isaiah 25:6, 55:1-2; Matthew 8:11; Luke 9:10-17, 22:14-19; John 6:35, 1 Cor. 11:26; Rev. 19:1-9 

 

 

 Matthew 28:18; 1 Cor. 15:24-28; Psalm 72:8, 145:13; Daniel 7:23-27 

 

 

 

 

 

 Zechariah 3:10; Eph. 2:14; Romans 5:1; Col. 1:20, 3:15; Phil. 4:7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mark 6:2; Luke 11:31, 21:10-15; Eph. 1:17; Col. 2:3; 1 Cor. 1:21-30; Rev. 5:12 

 



Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 5 ∙ Text: 1 Kings 5 & 6 

Introduction by Dr. Dale Ralph Davis: “Even stalwart biblical readers begin to waver when they reach 1 Kings 5. 

They may find it hard even to feign interest in three chapters about temple construction. They look upon it as 

Americans view highway construction or repair: one endures however many miles it lasts simply to get beyond it. 

We can imagine architects or antiquarians reading on, but we might wonder if Paul was really serious when he wrote 

Rom. 15:4. Well, Paul was right. Yet it does seem that just here inspiration by the Spirit demands more perspiration 

from us.” 

1. Text:1 Kings 4:34-5:1-5 ∙ House Plans 

Question: R. D. Patterson: “After he had firmly established himself and his administration, Solomon began 

laying the groundwork for the carrying out of what was perhaps the major accomplishment of his reign—the 

building of the temple and palace complexes. The planning and oversight of the construction program of a 

project of such magnitude required considerable managerial skill, and Solomon demonstrated here again the 

unusual gifts granted him by God.” 

 Who was Hiram, how would you describe his relationship with David, and what purpose do you think he 

had in contacting Solomon (2 Samuel 5:9-12; Psalm 72)? 

 

 

 

 In Solomon’s response to Hiram we find out what is driving Solomon’s desire to build a temple for 

Yahweh. Dr. Davis notes that Solomon responds to Hiram with ‘some theology.’ What is it that drives 

Solomon’s project (Deuteronomy 12:5, 11, 21; 2 Samuel 7)? 

 

 

 

Personal Question and Challenge: Dr. Davis writes: “Eschatology drives ministry.” In what way do the writings of 

Micah 4:1-14, Habakkuk 2:13-14, and Matthew 24:29-31 motivate you to labor for the kingdom and in what way do 

they supply the foundation for your kingdom labor? 

 

2. Text: 1 Kings 5:6-18 ∙ Deal Making 

Question: Wiseman (1993:100) points out that “the Cedars of Lebanon were famed for their beauty and grew to 

a height of 100 feet, and that they were typically used for such purposes by Egyptian, Assyrian, and Babylonian 

kings to span large temple ceilings.” 

 The display of Solomon’s wisdom is the theme of these verses. Dr. Davis notes that “wisdom is seldom 

flashy and so it is easily belittled.” Sometimes in the Bible wisdom is the skill to get things done (Eccl. 

10:10). Finally, it is important to remember that wisdom is a divine gift, not merely a human aptitude. In 

what ways is the wisdom given by God to Solomon (v.12) on display in these verses?  

 

 

 

Dr. Davis: “In 1862 the Confederacy was building a formidable ironclad called the Nuese, christened after the 

North Carolina River on which it was launched. It was finished in 1864. It sported two 6.4-ince Brooke rifled 

canons, a prow for ramming other ships, and four inches of rolled iron plate over three layers of wood planking. 

Just one problem: her draft of eight feet was too deep for the Nuese River. On her virgin cruise she plowed less 

than a half-mile down the river and promptly ran aground. A little quiet, calculating wisdom would have made 

such a difference……..Churches frequently have to be reminded that the kingdom of God is not ‘bricks and 

mortar’, and yet this text shows us that bricks and mortar, or—to be more textual, stone and wood, can testify to 

the wisdom of God and instruct us not to despise Yahweh’s less spectacular, more mundane gifts.” 

3. Text: 1 Kings 6 ∙ Construction Report 

Question: Dr. Ralph Davis: “I suppose architects and building contractors could get hooked on 1 Kings 6 with 

all it dimensions and materials and fixtures and decorations….Many of us, however, feel more distant from this 

text…..Our lack of skill determines our interest in such affairs. But because God has chosen here to 

communicate His word in the form of a construction report we should pay careful heed to it.” 



 This chapter begins with identifying the year in which Solomon began construction. Why might the biblical 

writer hold the date of verse 1 as ‘highly important’ (Gen. 15:13; Exodus 12:40-41; 2 Samuel 7:1-15)? 

 

 

 

 Thought Question: What does this time line (see above) tell you about God and what effect should this 

truth have on the way we live our lives? 

 

 

 

 The basic plan of the temple proper was the same as that of the tabernacle (Exodus 26:15-30; 36:20-34), 

except that the dimensions of the sanctuary were doubled. R. D. Patterson notes, however, that “there is a 

spiritual and symbolic continuity that transcends the structure itself……From God’s perspective, whether it 

be a tent or a splendid structure of stone and cedar, there is no essential difference.” What is the spiritual 

and symbolic significance of the temple (Haggai 2:1-9; 1 Cor. 3:16-17; 2 Cor. 6:16; Hebrews 9; Rev. 

7:15)? 

 

 

 

 How was it that Solomon knew what the temple should look like and what should be in it (1 Chronicles 

28)? Identify specific verses and phrases from this chapter as evidence for your answer. 

 

 

 

4. Text: 1 Kings 6 ∙ Outside and Inside Solomon’s Temple 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “The fire that devastated England’s Windsor Castle was a costly disaster. To help pay for 

repairs, which cost millions of pounds, Queen Elizabeth opened her home to visitors….The opening of the 

palace offered a rare glimpse of the queen’s royal splendor. To know what people are like, it helps to see where 

they live……To see the royal palace (which Dr. Ryken did) was to experience the glory of Elizabeth’s 

kingdom. First Kings gives us a similar experience by taking us on a guided tour of Solomon’s temple, the 

house of God. Sometimes people wonder what God is really like….Visiting the house that Solomon built can 

help us get to know God better. When we look at the building carefully, seeing the plan for its structure and the 

details of its design, we learn the character of the God who lived there.” 

 Chapter 6 begins with a description of the exterior (vv. 2-10) of the temple and finishes with a more 

lengthy description of the interior (14-36), which as Richard Nelson notes, “makes sense because the 

average Israelite would have never seen the interior of the temple “since only the priests were allowed to 

enter the temple.” “As we take a tour of Solomon’s temple”, Dr Ryken suggests that we should ask 

ourselves this question: “What kind of God would live in this kind of house?” How would you describe 

God based on the interior and exterior description we are given of the temple? 

 

 

 

 

Personal Question: If this is how God describes Himself, then what implications are there, in this description, 

for those who are called by His name? 

 

 

 One could not miss that “gold” is mentioned 11times. Dr. Davis asks the question: “What should we make 

of all this gold?” What answer would you give to this question and what application we should draw for our 

own lives, when we observe all this gold that was placed in the temple? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Text: 1 Kings 6:11-13 ∙ An Intrusion 

Question: Dr. Davis: “These verses are obviously different from the surrounding text. Before and after we have 

reports of various aspects of temple construction, but here we have a revelation from Yahweh given to 

Solomon……..Yahweh must have communicates this message to Solomon while the temple was being built if 

verse 12a means anything. We should also note that verse 11-13 are placed at a natural transition point in the 

chapter, for verses 1-10 focus on the exterior of the temple, while verses 14-38 are concerned with the interior. 

So verses 11-13 interrupt the description of the temple at a natural division in the text. “Why the interruption,” 

however, asks Dr. Davis? What message does God want to convey to Solomon/Israel and us by interrupting the 

description of the temple with this message which includes both a “word of promise” and a “word of 

admonition?” 

 

 

 

Final Thoughts by Dr. Ryken: “Solomon’s temple was a place of awe-inspiring splendor……The biblical 

description of its construction and decoration are intended to awaken in the heart a longing for God. The Holy Spirit 

is lifting the veil so that we can see by faith into the holy place of God. As marvelous as it was to see the glory of 

Solomon’s architecture, it is infinitely more marvelous to meet the God whose beauty and royalty and holiness His 

temple proclaimed. 

Yet as awesome (and terrifying) as it was for people to go inside Solomon’s temple, there were doors (!) for people 

to enter. The Bible describes the doors that opened into the Most Holy Place: “For the entrance to the inner 

sanctuary he made doors of olivewood; the lintel and the doorposts were five-sided. He covered the two doors of 

olivewood with carvings of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers. He overlaid them with gold and spread gold on 

the cherubim and on the palm trees. 

Solomon also installed doors at the temple’s main entrance (vv. 33-36). These magnificent folding doors gave 

Solomon and his people limited access to the presence of God. On the one hand, the doors of the temple were there 

to let people in. There was a way to enter this marvelous building. There was even a way to enter the inner 

sanctuary, the Most Holy Place. Praise God for the doors of Solomon’s temple! They testify that the infinitely 

beautiful, royally glorious, perfect holy God actually desires to have a relationship with His people. 

Yet the doors were also there to keep people out. Only the priests were ever allowed to enter the temple at all, and 

even they could only enter when they were going about their priestly duties. Access to the Most Holy Place was 

even more tightly restricted. Only one man ever entered the Most Holy Place, and only once a year. On the Day of 

Atonement, the high priest would enter the inner sanctuary—alone—to make a blood offering for the people’s sins. 

Otherwise, the temple was strictly off limits; its doors were shut to show that people could not come into the 

presence of God, except by the representation of their priest.  

To understand the purpose of have a limited-access temple, it helps to realize the symbolism of its decoration. Like 

almost everything inside the temple, the folding doors to the temple and the inner doors to the Most Holy Place were 

covered with royal gold. They were also decorated with “carvings of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers.” 

Solomon continued this motif inside (v. 29). Everything was covered with vegetation. 

Perhaps the bright angelic figures and fair botanical designs that covered the temple were there simply for the sake 

of their beauty, which would be reason enough. After all, Solomon believed in art for God’s sake. But perhaps these 

decorations also had a deeper meaning. Can you think of a place of lush vegetation that was guarded by angels? 

The design of Solomon’s temples referenced the Garden of Eden, which meant that its doors symbolized the very 

gates of paradise. The garden where our first parents lived contained “every tree that is pleasant to the sight and 

good for food (Gen. 2:9). So the trees inside Solomon’s temple naturally reminded us of our ancestral home, as 

every tree and flower should. But, in this case, there are also angels in the architecture, which establishes a stronger 

connection with the Garden of Eden. When God drove Adam and Eve out of the garden for their sin in eating the 

forbidden fruit, He placed cherubim east of Eden “to guard the way to the tree of life” (Gen. 3:24). Whereas 

formerly the Garden of Eden was a place to go and meet with God, now angels barred the way, preventing the man 

and the woman from re-entering paradise. 

So when people came to the door of Solomon’s temple and saw the cherubim amidst the flowers and trees, they 

were coming to the gates of paradise. For most people, access to Solomon’s virtual garden was still denied; unless 

they were priests, they would never see the golden wonders inside the temple. Only the high priest would ever enter 

the presence of God, who was reigning from His earthly throne in the Most Holy Place. But however limited it may 

have been, there was access. God was opening up the way. The temple was a spiritual portal. The paradise lost could 

be regained. In fact, the gold inside the temple whispered rumors of an everlasting paradise, where even the streets 

will be paved with gold (Rev. 21:21). 

That was then; this is now. We are still living somewhat east of Eden, in a fallen and broken world. But God is 

calling us back home. He wants to have a relationship with us. He wants us to see His royal beauty. Therefore, He is 

inviting us into the throne room of His temple, where He is worshipped by holy angels. 



The way to enter God’s paradise is thru faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he 

will be saved (John 10:9). Jesus is the door for us because He has already entered the Most Holy Place—not the one 

inside Solomon’s temple, which was only a copy of the true reality, but heaven itself. Jesus entered the throne room 

of heaven as our priest to present the blood of His own sacrifice on the cross as the once-and-for-all atonement for 

our sin. 

Now, thru Jesus, the way is opened for us to God. The book of Hebrews says, “Since we have confidence to enter 

the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that He opened for us thru the curtain, that is, thru 

His flesh, and since we have a great high priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full 

assurance of faith (Heb. 10:19-22). Yes, let us draw near to God in His holy temple thru faith in Jesus Christ. He 

will forgive us; He will receive us; He will save us forever.”  

There was a time when God lived in Solomon’s house, but His long-range plan is for us to come and live in His 

house, the palace of paradise. I went to a palace once—Buckingham Palace, the year after the fire at Windsor Castle, 

when it opened to the public. Unfortunately, I never did get to see the Queen, in all her royal splendor. But what do I 

care? Thru Jesus I have been invited to the palace of all palaces, the golden paradise of God. When I arrive, the King 

will be waiting to receive me in the beauty of His holiness.” 
 



Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 6 ∙ Text: 1 Kings 7-8:13 

1. Text: 1 Kings 7:1-12 ∙ Better Homes and Gardens 

Question: Iain W. Provan: “The building of the temple structure is finished, and perhaps we expect to hear how 

the whole project was brought to completion thru its furnishings. Not so! The description of the temple is not 

picked up again until 7:13. Instead……” 

 Thought Question: “Instead” what we have is a description of the five buildings which Solomon built near 

and alongside of the temple of God. What are we to make of these twelve verses sandwiched between the 

two extended sections on the temple building? What are we to make of these buildings? Is it possible to 

view these buildings in a positive light, and if so, where do you find the positives in these verses (1 Kings 

8:10-11)? 

 

 

 Dr. Ryken suggests that there may also be some spiritual dangers that go with “living in palaces.” What 

negatives or spiritual dangers/ temptations do you find in these verses? 

 

 

 

 

 What are some of the ways in which we should make application to our lives thru both the positive and 

negative aspects of the building of these buildings (Matthew 6:28-29)?  

 

 

 

 

2. Text: 1 Kings 7:13-14, 15-47; 2 Chronicles 2:11-14; Exodus 31:1-11 ∙ Hiram/Huram-abi the Craftsman 

Question: Based on the amount of space allotted to Hiram and his work, it is clear that God wanted us to 

consider this man and his contribution to the temple.  

 Identify the contribution made by Huram and what made him uniquely qualified for the work he was asked 

to do.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Application by Dr. Ralph Dale Davis: “Finally, we discover in 1 Kings 7—obvious even to the casual 

reader—a delight in detail. The detail, however, can be deceptive. We may think as we plod thru the 

various descriptions line by line that the write has simply put intricate blueprints into semi-understandable 

prose. But we would be wrong, for deVaux is right: “The editor did not have the interest of an architect or 

an archaeologists and he has omitted details which would be essential for a reconstruction.” So the writer 

has omitted much. And yet he has described much. And he seems to have pleasure in doing so. One senses 

this, for example, in his depiction of the bronze' sea'……One can see how much the Kings writer relishes 

this temple detail by comparing his account with that in 2 Chron. 3-4. The Chronicler has an intense 

interest in the temple and yet the Chronicles’ account is actually much briefer than in Kings (72 verses vs. 

40 verses)…….Why such intricate description? Western Bible readers at least don’t seem to have the 

patience for it. Isn’t it tedious? You may wonder why you should care how many pomegranates are on top 

of that pillar or how many baths those ten basin/lavers contain. Why do we need to print the inventories of 

the bronze and gold artifacts? But these questions are wrong-headed. Does the writer find it laborious or 

tedious? That is the proper question. And the answer is, Not likely, or he wouldn’t have gone to such detail. 

Item by item he sees science and art in the service of Israel’s God. 

Ronald Allen passes on the story of a European craftsman who traveled to America to give his life to some 

of the most intricate work on one of its grandest places of worship. A tourist was viewing the edifice one 

day and noticed this craftsman doing meticulous work high up near the ceiling, focusing his skill on some 

symbol all but invisible from the floor….So the sightseer asked, “Why are you being so exact; no one can 

even see the detail you are creating from this distance? The busy artist shot back, “God can!” 

Is that not the position of the writer of 1 Kings 7? Is he not suggesting that intricate, carefully wrought 

beauty is most fitting for the God of the Bible? Is he not implying that nothing can be too good, too lavish, 

too well done for such a marvelous God? We must never offer slop to Him. Who would have thought that 

the Holy Spirit might use 1 Kings 7 to convict us of the flippant and casual procedures we sometimes call 

‘worship’? 



3. Text: 1 Kings 7:48-51; Acts 6:8-7:53  

Question/Comment by Iain Provan: “Our reading of the narrative of 1 Kings 6-7 has taken some time. It would 

have taken longer if we had paused to consider the many obscurities in the Hebrew text, which our English 

translations disguise for the sake of coherent reading. Arriving at a precise mental picture of Solomon’s temple 

has always required a certain amount of educated guesswork. At least one thing, however, is clear. This is a 

building that to the authors is one of famous complexity and splendor—a building designed to impress (Luke 

21:5-6). Even the sockets for the doors were made of gold! Yet that ominous word in 6:11-13 should prevent us 

from getting too carried away with the beauty of what we have seen. It reminds us that God is not half so 

impressed with structures as with _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. This is the point made much later by Stephen in Acts 7, where 

the story in 1 Kings 6-8 is centrally important. It is a point, however, that the book of Kings will itself work out 

at some length.” What point does Stephen make clear which Iain Provan says “will become clear” by the writer 

of 1 Kings? 

 

4. Text: 1 Kings 8:1-13 ∙ The Ark of the Covenant 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “Without question and beyond all doubt, it was the most extraordinary worship service 

that any of them had ever witnessed. Indeed, it may have been the most awesome, spine-tingling, goose bumps-

inducing worship that any group of human beings had ever offered to the living God (2 Chronicles 5). 

 1 Kings 7 ends by saying that “all the work that King Solomon did on the house of the Lord was finished. 

And Solomon brought in the things that David his father had dedicated, the silver, the gold, and the vessels, 

and stored them in the treasuries of the house of God.” Of all the furniture that Solomon brought into God’s 

temple, the most important was the Ark of the Covenant (8:1). To understand where the ark was, and why, 

it will help to reflect on its history. Using the following texts, trace the journey of the Ark of the Covenant 

(Ex. 37:1-9; 40:1-8, 19-21, 34-38;  Joshua 3:1-17, 18:1; 1 Samuel 4-7:2;2 Samuel 6:1-19). 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Ryken: “Now it was time to bring the ark all the way up the mountain. So King Solomon called a 

national assembly for worship………The timing of this festival seems to be significant. Solomon finished 

building a house for God in the 8th month and the ark was brought up in the 7th month, which presumably 

means that the temple was dedicated shortly before it was finished, or else (and this seems more likely) 11 

months later, which would give enough time to plan a suitable celebration. Since it took place in the 7th 

month of the year, the celebration was scheduled to coincide with the Feast of Tabernacles.” Ryken also 

notes that “the symbolism of this schedule would not have been lost on anyone in Israel.” What do you 

think was the significance of the timing of this “national assembly” when the Ark of the Covenant was 

brought into the temple (Leviticus 23:39-44; Deut. 31:10-30)?  

 

 

 Why was the Ark of the Covenant the most important piece of furniture in the new temple? What did it 

represent and what was the ark, with its two tablets of stone, an ongoing reminder of? 

 

 

 

 “Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the leaders of the father’s 

houses of the people of Israel…….and King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel who had assembled 

before him, were with him before the ark.” What important “principle” is set forth here by Solomon and the 

people of Israel and in what ways would you apply this to our lives today? 

 

 

 

 

 Verse 5 tells us that Solomon and the people made countless offerings/sacrifices as the ark ascended the 

Temple Mount. These sacrifices are reminiscent of what happened when David first brought the ark up to 

Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6:13). Why was it appropriate for the people to make these offerings/sacrifices at this 

time and what application is there for us in this scene (Leviticus 16:1-22; Hebrews 9)? 

 

 



 

 The placement of the Ark of the Covenant teaches us about God also. What do you learn about God from 

the place where the priests placed the Ark of the Covenant and what application is there for us in this truth 

as it pertains to our lives today (2 Samuel 6:1-11; Ps. 99:1-9; Hebrews 9:24)? 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Thoughts by Dr. Ryken: “Last, but not least, “we are brought to the most dramatic moment in the story of 

Solomon and the Ark of the Covenant: the moment when God descended in unapproachable glory.” writes Dr. 

Ryken. He continues: “The whole worship service had been spectacular…….but shortly after the priest carried the 

ark into the temple, they came running back out (vv.10-11)…….Something similar happened when Moses set up the 

tabernacle for the first time (Ex. 40:34-35) “and Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud 

settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 

As it was in the days of Moses, so it was in the days of Solomon: when God first entered the house, His presence 

was so glorious that the priests could not stay inside long enough to do their priestly duty! Here we encounter a 

mysterious irony, or perhaps an ironic mystery. The temple was the one place on earth where people could go and 

meet with God, thru the ministry of a priest. But when the temple was finally open for business, no one could enter 

because God was too glorious! The true and living God cannot be put in a box, even a box as beautiful as Solomon’s 

temple. 

What people saw that day was a theophany—a visible manifestation of the visible God. When God appears to His 

people in the OT, typically He does so in the form of a glorious cloud. This was the same cloud that Moses and the 

children of Israel saw when they traveled thru the wilderness and again when they reached God’s holy mountain 

(Ex. 13:21-22). It was the dark and glorious cloud of the presence of God—a physical representation of His divine 

being. This cloud was infinitely the most glorious thing in the temple, which for all its glorious splendor was only 

made glorious by the presence of God. Here is how the Puritan Matthew Henry described what Solomon’s temple 

would be without its God: The temple, though richly beautified, yet while it was without the ark was like a body 

without a soul, or a candlestick without a candle, or a house without an inhabitant. All the cost and pains bestowed 

on this stately structure are lost if God does not accept them; and unless He pleases to own it as the place where He 

will record His name; it is after all but a ruinous heap. 

We could say the same thing about the church of Jesus Christ; we are nothing without our God. This is true of 

church buildings. Is anything more tragic to see than a magnificent house of worship where God is no longer 

worshipped, where the gospel is no longer preached, and where the Holy Spirit is no longer present in His saving 

and sanctifying power? The same principle holds true for the ministries of the church. Unless the Lord is with us, 

none of the work we do in the church—none of the teaching and preaching, none of the caring and sharing, none of 

the mercy work or the missionary evangelism—will make any difference for the kingdom of God. What would a 

prayer meeting be without the presence of God to guide people in their prayers? What would a Sunday school class 

be without the help of the Holy Spirit in teaching and applying the Scriptures? What would mercy ministry be 

without the living presence of Christ in feeding the hungry or visiting the prisoner? 

But when God is in the house, His Word goes out with power and His Spirit changes people’s lives from the inside 

out. What a blessing it was for Israel to see the glory of the Lord filling the temple of the Lord….It is also a blessing 

for us because we too are in the presence of the God of Solomon. He has revealed Himself to us, especially in His 

Word, so that we can perceive His glory. But we will never be able to manage or control God. We will never be able 

to keep Him in one place and say that we know everything there is to know about Him. There will always be 

glorious mysteries about the character of God that go beyond our finite comprehension. The more we encounter 

Him, the more awesome His glory will seem to us. 

One day we will see the fullness of this glory for ourselves, as Jesus prayed we would. We will see Jesus Christ, 

coming for the nations, descending in the cloud of God’s glory. We will be ushered into the glorious presence of His 

God and our God. We will enter the holy sanctuary of heaven, which is “filled with smoke from the glory of God 

and from His power (Rev. 15:8). But we will not see any temple there, for the temple of that great city “is the Lord 

God the Almighty and the Lamb (Rev. 21:22). 

This is the God we worship and honor: the God who dwells in awesome holiness and unapproachable glory. This is 

also the God we are called to serve. The Presbyterian missionary Elizabeth Freeman wrote about this holy service in 

a letter to one of her nieces. Freeman and her husband John were pioneer missionaries to India. After only 7 years of 

gospel service, they were seized in a Muslim uprising, marched to a nearby parade ground, and shot in cold blood. 

Earlier Freeman had written these words to live by: “I hope you will be a missionary wherever your lot is cast, and 

as long as God spares your life; for it makes little difference after all where we spend these fleeting years, if they are 

only spent for the glory of God. Be assured there is nothing else worth living for.” No, there is nothing else worth 

living for, except the glory of Solomon’s God, whose holy presence is with us wherever we go.”  



Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 7 ∙ Text: 1 Kings 8:14-61 

1. Text: 1 Kings 8:12-21 ∙ Solomon Blesses the People 

Question: R. D. Patterson: “Solomon recognized the glory cloud for what is was and saw in it God’s approval 

and promised presence…………God said that He would “dwell” in thick darkness. This is not His normal, 

regular habitation, but He [graciously] manifested Himself in this form for Israel’s sake. It is clear from 27-28 

that Solomon was under no illusion, as though God needed the temple for His own sake. But just as God is 

enthroned in heaven, so He has seen fit to use Solomon’s temple as His throne on earth.” 

 Matthew Henry: “Solomon blessed them, that is, he pacified them, and freed them from the consternation 

they were in.” The blessing of the people by Solomon took the form of praise to God, which is as it should 

be. In what way would the people have been blessed and “pacified” thru Solomon’s words of praise to 

God? 

 

 

Personal Question: Matthew Henry writes that “we have the best sense of God’s mercies when we compare what 

God does with what he has said.” What has God done recently for you, which has given you a “sense of His mercy” 

and, following Solomon’s example, for which you have blessed Him? 

 

2. Text: 1 Kings 8:22-30 ∙ Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication 

Question: R. D. Patterson: “Solomon stood before the whole assembly. 2nd Chronicles 6:13 notes that he made a 

three-cubits-high bronze platform. He stood facing the assembly with his hands outstretched in prayer. This was 

a common attitude in prayer in the ancient world, the supplicant standing with outstretched and open hands (Is. 

1:15). Solomon stood as the representative and shepherd of his people, leading them in public worship and 

acting as intercessor. His prayer stands as one of the great public prayers of Scripture.” 

 One might ask, “Is the posture in which I pray important?” Identify the two main aspects of Solomon’s 

posture, as he prayed. Also, identify what Solomon was giving expression of by taking these positions 

before the people and God (8:54; Ephesians 3:14). 

 

 

 

 R. D. Patterson: “One of the great dangers in analyzing a prayer such as this one is to either reduce it to its 

theological bones or to treat it in liturgical terms and thus take the heart out, losing its warmth and passion.” 

What was it that particularly moved Solomon on this occasion (Exodus 34:1-9)? 

 

 

 

 

 Solomon is not ignorant of the “counterpart” to these characteristics of God. Of what does Solomon remind 

the people (and us), which has its roots in Deuteronomy 7:1-11? 

 

 

 

 Thought Question: R. D. Patterson writes: “By means of the rhetorical question in v. 27, Solomon made it 

very clear that he was under no illusion as to the meaning of the temple, nor was it properly speaking, a 

home for God. It would be utterly impossible to build a house that could even begin to be commensurate 

with, or adequate to, the majesty of God.” If God does not need the temple (as a place to dwell in) what 

then was the purpose of the temple (27-30; Isaiah 66:1-2)? 

 

 

 Thought Question: Thru-out chapter 8 Solomon rightfully acknowledges the “transcendence” of God 

(vv.30, 32, 34, 39, 43, 45, 49). William Barnes writes: “How sweetly ironic it is that the great builder of the 

first Temple acknowledged forthrightly and repeatedly that God did not really and ultimately live there.” 

What comfort did this truth afford for Israel and for us to day (Jonah 2)? 

 



 

3. Text: 1 Kings 8:31-53 ∙ Seven Specific Requests 

Question: Having made a general request that God would hear his prayer and the prayers of the people “when 

they pray towards the temple”, Solomon now makes 7 particular requests. R. D. Patterson notes “that the 

background to most of the various calamities in these verses is found in Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28-30. 

So then we see that Solomon was once again basing his request, as we should also, on the Word of God 

Himself, and thus Solomon could pray with assurance and expectancy.” 

 The 1st case is found in vv. 31-32. What is the situation and what does he ask of God and what might 

Solomon’s main concern be (Exodus 22: 1-11)? 

 

 

 The 2nd case is found in vv. 33-34. Describe the situation, the cause, and the threefold condition which must 

be met in order that “God forgive and restore them again.” 

 

 

 The 3rd case is found in vv. 35-36. Solomon’s 3rd request concerns the drought brought on by the sin of the 

people. Patterson notes “that Israel’s crops depended on the good and well-timed fall and spring rains. The 

Canaanites thought to ensure for themselves fertility for their land and abundant rains by worshipping 

Baal…..and the Israelites had already proven that they were very much prone to emulate their neighbors.” 

This passage gives the same three conditions of restoration as the previous section. However, in this case 

Solomon adds a special request. What does Solomon ask God to do by way of the adversity He sends (1 

Cor. 10:11)? 

 

 

 The 4th case is found in vv. 37-40 and deals with famine and various kinds of plagues…….What is the 

particular emphasis in these verses and what is the goal Solomon has in sight with this request? 

 

 

 

 The 5th case is found in vv. 41-43. In making this request, what does Solomon recognize and what vision 

does he have? 

 

 

 

 The 6th case is found in vv. 44-45. What situation does Solomon address and what does he ask God to do 

for His people? 

 

 

 The 7th and last case is found in vv. 46-53. Describe the situation put forth in these verses and identify what 

Solomon asks God to do. Under what condition or for what reason does Solomon say God should do this 

for His people (Daniel 6:1-28)? 

 

 

 

 

4. Text: 1 Kings 8:54-61 ∙ Solomon’s Benediction 

Question: Matthew Henry: “Solomon, after his sermon in Ecclesiastes, gives us the conclusion of the whole 

matter; so he does here, after his long prayer; it is called his blessing the people.” 

 Solomon stood up to bless the people, but he began by blessing God. Dr. Davis notes that “the blessing of 

God is eschatological in nature.” What key truth does Solomon express as he blesses God in verse 56? 

 

 

 Dr. Dale Ralph Davis: “But if Solomon has last things in view he has not forgotten daily things.” List the 

four things Solomon prays for as he blesses the people with his benediction? 

 

Concluding thoughts from Dr. Davis: “There is the grand scheme of Yahweh’s redemptive work and there are the 

daily needs of His people. And the latter do not get lost in the former. Yahweh is Lord of the last day but also of 

every day. He will bring about the consummation of His kingdom at the last, but he will not forget you in the 3rd 

week of September. He cares about what ‘each day requires’ for you. How you should adore this God.” 



 Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 8 ∙ Text: 1 Kings 8:65-9:28 

Text Note by R. D. Patterson: “God had already honored Solomon by appearing to him at Gibeon (1 Kings 3:5ff). 

Now once again God appeared to him to encourage him to remain faithful and to walk in God’s ways. The time of 

this appearance was after the completion of Solomon’s major building projects—the temple and palace complexes 

(see also 2 Chronicles 7:11-12). It is often felt that this appearance most naturally coincided with the ceremonies 

dedicating the temple; though it might seem strange that the Lord waited 13 years after Solomon’s prayer of 

dedication to reply, and despite the literary proximity of this passage to the preceding material, there are three 

considerations that make this entirely feasible. First, God did indeed respond to Solomon’s prayer (2 Chron. &:1-7). 

Second, there is no reason why there could not have been an unreported message thru a prophet….Third, God’s 

message to Solomon fits well with the completion “of all he had desired to do.”   

1. Text: 1 Kings 9:1-9; 2 Chronicles 7:11-22 ∙ God’s Appearance 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “When Solomon first ascended to Israel’s throne, God had appeared to him at Gibeon and 

given him the opportunity of a lifetime. The king could ask for anything he wanted, and God would give it to 

him. Wisely, Solomon chose wisdom. Now at the pinnacle of his career God appears a second time.” 

 These verses are presented in the form of an “if then” construction. What does God tell Solomon He has 

done in answer to his prayer offered at the dedication of the temple? 

 

 

 Once again Solomon is presented with a choice—“as for you.” Dr. Ryken suggests that there is a very 

simple lesson for us here even before we look specifically at each choice Solomon is presented with. Given 

that God has already appeared to Solomon at Gibeon and given the fact that Solomon had already made 

“the right choice” at Gibeon, what lesson—how would you apply this to your life—should we learn from 

the fact that God comes again to Solomon and presents choices? 

 

 

 

 The instructions God gave Solomon are nearly identical to the ones Solomon himself gave to Israel back in 

1 Kings 8:61. What does God require of Solomon and what does he promise will be his reward if he obeys 

(vv. 4-5)? 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Ryken suggests that the same principle applies to us: “if we follow God in the way of obedience, we 

will have His blessing. Obedience itself will be a blessing—virtue has its own reward.” In what way is 

this true (Psalm 25:14; John 7:17)? 

 

 

 

 

 “But obedience also leads to many other blessings,” writes Dr. Ryken. Give examples from Scripture of the 

blessings that will be given to those who chose God’s way, God’s kingdom, and God’s sovereign plan 

(Deuteronomy 30). 

 

 

 

 

 

 But there is another way—Jesus spoke of it in Matthew 7. He called it the easy way…..and he said that 

many are those who chose this way. What other choice will Solomon have and what are the consequences 

for him and Israel if he chooses to go this direction with his life? 

 

 

 

 “This sober warning has a gracious purpose for them and for us,” writes Dr. Ryken. Explain the 

graciousness of this warning.  

 



Personal Lesson by Dr. Ryken: “Here is a second lesson to learn from Solomon’s choice: everyone has a choice to 

make in life, and this choice is always before us, even if we have made the right choice before. God is not a choice 

that we make only once at the beginning of the Christian life, but every time we choose anything at all. We still have 

a choice to make, even if we have made the right choice before. King Solomon is the perfect example. Up to this 

point he has made almost all the right choices. The Bible says that “at the end of 20 years, Solomon had built the 

two houses, the house of the Lord and the king’s house. He had chosen to follow God’s plan for kingship, not 

seizing the throne but trusting God to exalt him. As a result of that choice, and by the sovereign purpose of god, he 

became king of Israel. Right at the beginning of his kingdom, Solomon chose to ask God for wisdom rather wealth. 

As a result of that choice, and by God’s unmerited grace, he was granted riches and fame as well as a superior 

intellect. Later Solomon chose to build a house for God. As a result of that choice, and by divine consecration, the 

temple he built was filled with the glory of God.  

Solomon was a total success, a man who accomplished everything in life and received all kinds of accolades. He 

was the kind of man who was the captain of his basketball team, married the homecoming queen, turned a small 

business into a major corporation, was elected to public office, and (by the way) won a Noble Prize for the poetry he 

wrote in his spare time. To this day, people still talk about “Solomon in all his glory” (Matt. 6:29). 

Solomon was also a spiritual success. The Lord blessed him for everything he accomplished. He even honored the 

king as a man of prayer. The prayer Solomon offered when he dedicated the temple went from his mouth to God’s 

ear……Here was a man who did more for God than almost anyone else in the history of the world. But even after all 

his past success, Solomon still had to choose for God every day, and every moment of every day. He could not 

simply presume upon his divinely anointed kingship. He could not just rely on the choice he made for wisdom at the 

beginning of his ministry. He could not rely on one perfect prayer offered in a single moment of sincere devotion. 

He could not find spiritual safety in what he did for God in the past, even if that included the most magnificent 

temple in the whole world…….We face the same choice—the choice of daily obedience. What we did for God 

yesterday will not answer the demand he places on us today. There is no place for coasting in the Christian life. The 

only way to grow spiritually is to keep choosing for God now. We choose for God by reading His Word. We choose 

for God by going to Him in prayer. We choose for God by being content with what we have. We also choose for 

God by saying no to sin and yes to holiness. We also choose for God by saying things like, “I’m  sorry,” “I forgive 

you,” and “I love you.” We choose for God by putting Him first in everything we do, including any area of life 

where we know what He wants us to do but are having trouble doing it.” 

 

2. Text: 1 Kings 9:10-28 ∙ Politics ∙ Defense ∙ Religion ∙ Commerce 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “The choice we make for or against God is more important than anything else we 

accomplish in life…what matters most in life—no matter what we achieve—is choosing the right spiritual road. 

(Ps. 127:1)” 

 Over the course of his reign, Solomon did all what kings hope to do. The verb build occurs nine times and 

“loosely holds the chapter (verse 10-28) together, and provides a summary piece of various activities in 

Solomon’s reign,” writes Dr. Davis. Verses 10-14 describe what Matthew Henry terms “their fair and 

friendly parting when the work (of building the temple and Solomon’s palaces) was done.” What are we to 

make of “this fair and friendly parting” (2 Chron. 8:2)? 

 

 

 

 

 Verses 15-25 describe many of Solomon’s achievements in the building area and the means which he used 

to accomplish all that “he desired to build….” What do you think the writer wants us to consider by his 

description of Solomon’s building achievements?  

 

 

 

 And then there is this inclusion of Solomon’s “religious” activities during these years (v. 25). What is your 

assessment of Solomon’s “religious” activities during this time?  

 

 

 
Final Thoughts: The writer now takes us from the sanctuary to the shore to get a glimpse of shipping and commerce on 

the Red Sea and beyond. The supply of gold pouring into Solomon’s coffers continues, with the assistance of hapless 

Hiram, as his ships sail to Ophir……Ophir was famed for its fine gold (Job 22:22-24) and as a center for the obtaining of 

exotic goods. However, it is not merely gold that arrives at Solomon’s court, as we will see next week. In short, a summary 

of this section and lesson would be: “Solomon has everything that a king could ever want out of life (just as God had 

promised (1 Kings 3:13). It was his kingdom, and he was living in it with more of everything than anyone else in the 

world” (Ryken). “And yet….Yet what? Yet we must not forget that verses 6-9 stand like a Mt Rushmore peering down 

over vv. 10-28. One may be enjoying a thoroughly successful kingly (or financial or professional) career and yet end in 

utter ruin unless one takes obedience to the first commandment as his very highest calling” (Dale Ralph Davis). 



Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 9 ∙ Text: 1 Kings 10:1-13 

Introduction by R. D. Patterson: “The visit of the queen of Sheba is a graphic illustration of the illustration of the 

fame of Solomon and of the awe that the reports of his wisdom and splendor inspired. The many legends and highly 

embellished accounts that have grown around this visit among the Arabs, Jews, and Abyssinians attest to the 

widespread knowledge of the event and to the interest it created. 

Sheba was in SW Arabia, present day Yemen. It is the best-watered and most fertile area of Arabia. By employing 

an extensive irrigation system, it developed a strong agricultural economy. But its chief strength lay in its being a 

center of trade. Its location kept it fairly secure from the power struggles in the Fertile Crescent and at the same time 

enabled it to be a convenient trade depot for traffic involving Africa, India, and the Mediterranean countries. It was 

famous for its trade in perfumes, incense, gold, and gem stones. Solomon’s fame reached the queen, probably thru 

the caravan traders that regularly passed thru Israel on their way to Damascus or Gaza.” 

 

1. Text: 1 Kings 10:1-12 ∙ The Queen of Sheba 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “Solomon and the queen of Sheba are a study in contrasts……..Their encounter was full 

of diplomatic intrigue. Although state visits are more common today, it was somewhat unusual in those days for 

a reigning monarch to make such a journey in person. Typically someone like the queen of Sheba would have 

sent emissaries to Solomon’s court (1 Kings 4:34). Instead she traveled more than a1000 miles thru the desert to 

meet the man in person.” 

 Dr. Davis notes that the “Queen of Sheba was no slouch—witness the inventory of her wares.” Dr. Ryken 

adds that “she was an important person in her own right. She was one of the most powerful and influential 

women in the world.” Based on what you have learned already about her and based on this account, in 

particular the first two verses, what words would you use to describe the Queen of Sheba—what kind of 

woman (person) would make a trip like this? Text note by Dr. Patterson: “Hard questions” (hidot) is 

generally translated “riddles,” which were enigmatic sayings or questions that cloaked a deeper 

philosophical, practical, or theological truth (Prov. 1:1-6).” 

 

 

 

 

 

 Make a list of all that the queen was able to see and experience as a result of the effort she made in visiting 

Solomon. 

 

 

 

 

 Describe (in detail) the response (vv.5-8) of the queen and the impression made on her by all that she had 

seen and heard (1 Kings 4:29-34).  

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Ryken: “By her good example, the queen of Sheba draws us into deep mysteries of the worship of 

God.” What special insights (v. 9) does the queen have into all that she has experienced which set “a good 

example” for all of us who have experienced even more than she thru Jesus Christ (2 Samuel 12:24-25)? 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Ryken: “Keep in mind that Solomon is a “type” of Christ. In other words, Solomon reveals the pattern 

of the salvation that God later provided in Christ. Therefore, in the story of Solomon and the Queen of 

Sheba we see how to respond to Jesus….We should give even more honor and find more joy in Jesus 

Christ. For as wise as Solomon was, he did not even know half of what Jesus knows. Talk about 

breathtaking (Matthew 13:54)! According to the following texts, what is “breathtaking” to you when you 

consider the wisdom of Christ: 

o I Cor. 1:18-30 

o Colossians 1:15-16 

o Colossians 2:1-3 

o 1 Timothy 1:17 



 Personal challenge by Dr. Ryken: “One final thing we can do for our King is to give Him our golden 

treasure. The Queen of Sheba did more than simply feel faint in the presence of Solomon’s superior 

wisdom or speak to him words of praise; she also did something more tangible………. Nor was she the 

only one, for “the fleet of Hiram”, brought gold from Ophir and a very great amount of almug 

wood…..This too was the answer to Solomon’s prayer (Ps. 72). Solomon’s treasuries were already full of 

gold, of course, but he was such a mighty king that he was worthy of even more tribute. Once again, these 

extravagant gifts remind us what the prophets said about the Savior (Isaiah 60:3-6)…….Jesus Christ is 

worthy of all our golden treasure and everything else we can offer Him. Not that we could ever add to His 

bank account, of course, as if He needed anything from us. Who has ever given anything to God? Whatever 

we have is from Him and thru Him (Romans 11:35-36)…….But whatever we have is also for Him, and 

therefore He is worthy of our wealth. So we bring Him our golden treasure, giving money to the King for 

the work of His kingdom…….We do this because Jesus Christ is royally worthy to receive our tribute and 

because the work of His glorious kingdom is the best investment we can possibly make.” When you 

examine your giving (time, treasure and talents) pattern would you say that it is a reflection of your 

agreement with that last statement?  

 

 

 

2. Text: 1 Kings 10:13; Matthew 12: 1-42 ∙ Royal Blessing 

Question: It was a very costly trip the Queen made, as Jesus put it in Matthew 12, “from the ends of the earth,” 

to hear the wisdom of Solomon. Those from outside the church have often looked upon being a Christian as 

being very costly. There seems to be much that Christians need to give up for the sake of the gospel. And in 

many cases it keeps them from committing their lives to Christ (Mark 10:17-22).  

 “But in the end,” as Dr. Ryken puts it, “this costly trip proved to be for her own benefit.” What “royal 

blessings” came to her as a result of the initiative she took when “she heard of the fame of Solomon?” 

 

 

 

 Dr. Davis: “Lastly, 1 Kings 10 speaks a word of criticism. We may finish 1 Kings 10 but Jesus tells us that 

we have not seen the last of the Queen of Sheba.” After reading Matthew 12:1-42, what is it that will 

happen at the resurrection/last judgment and why will it happen? 

 

 

 

 

 Personal challenge by Dr. Davis: “And we must heed Him (Jesus) because most of us stand in Israel’s 

sandals; indeed we have even more than Israel. And whether we are viciously resistant or merely casually 

indifferent it makes no difference. So don’t you dare read 1 Kings 10 and pat the Queen of Sheba on the 

head. You can do that, you know. You view the regal story in 1 Kings in the same way you do an old 

classic movie—it has entertainment value but no serious relevance. But you don’t dare patronize this royal 

lady or look at her as a fascinating literary cipher; because unless you bow before the Son of Man you will 

see her striding into judgment hall and pointing a finger at you.” 

 

 

 

 

  



Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 10 ∙ Text: 1 Kings 10:14-11:43 

1. Text: 1 Kings 10:14-28 ∙ The Golden Age 

Question: Dr. Davis: “The Queen of Sheba found Solomon fully up to his reputation in wits and wisdom (1-3), 

and she found Solomonic literally breath-taking (3-5). Such class she had never seen………But the narrator 

pushes us on. In verses 14-22 his operative word is ‘gold’ (10 times). On the way to the shield exhibit he 

informs us that Solomon takes in up to 20 tons of gold in a year. Ah, here we are at the House of Lebanon. Look 

at these shields—200 body-sized shields, 300 smaller, hand-carried shields. Gold-plated—with about 7.5 lbs. 

per body shield, 3.75 lbs for a smaller one (Dr. Ryken notes that today we would make it in the form of solid 

bars). Looks awfully spiffy on state occasions. Now this throne—ivory inlay, gold overlay; note the steps, the 

lions. Nothing like it anywhere. As we pass one of the storage rooms our host points out the gold drinking 

containers. Note (he says), no silver—it doesn’t amount to anything in Solomon’s regime. He concludes the 

tour with a few remarks about Solomonic commercial ventures: Joint Israelite-Phoenician shipping periodically 

returns laden with gold, silver, ivory, and even apes and baboons. (The later specimens should not surprise us—

apparently Solomon had a passion for zoology very like some Assyrian kings of the 12th-9th centuries BC.) 

Moreover, Solomon thru his merchants acts as middleman in a thriving import-export trade in chariots and 

horses. Egypt in the south and Kue (Cilicia) in the NW are his sources, while Hittite groups in the north and 

Aramaeans to the NW constitute his market….The tour ends. Of course there was no e-mail or fax machine in 

all of Solomon’s kingdom. But no matter—it was massively impressive. Folks walked away from the tours 

exclaiming (like the Queen of Sheba), ‘Well, I never…!’ 

 How are we to regard all this grandeur and luxury? That is, how does the writer want us to think about it? 

Write down a thought or two from each of the following sets of verses which will help you to form your 

“perspective” on what the writer of 1 Kings (God’s Spirit) is trying to give us. 

o Genesis 2:11-12; Exodus 25; Psalm 45:6-14; Haggai 2:8 

 

 

o 1 Kings 3:10-14, Psalm 72 

 

 

o Genesis 13:2, 26:12-13, Job 1:1-10, 42:10-12; Psalm 49:9-10 

 

 

 

o  Prov. 16:16; Job 28:12-19 

 

 

 

o Psalm 19:7-11; Job: 31:24-28; Jeremiah 9:23-24; 1 Timothy 6:17-19; 1 Peter 1:6-7 

 

 

 

o Psalm 49:5-20; Ecclesiastes 2:18-19, 5:10-11 

 

 

 

o Deuteronomy 8:11-14; Exodus 32, Matthew 19:24 

 

 

 

 

2. Text: 1 Kings 11:1-8 ∙ A Royal Tragedy 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “Most Bible stories are comedies—not in the popular sense that they are funny (although 

there is more humor in the Bible than many people realize), but in the literary sense that they have a happy 

ending. Noah and his family pass thru the deep waters of a great flood, but see the rainbow on the other side. 

Joseph gets sold into slavery but rises to greatness and saves a nation from famine. And so on. The Bible is full 

of happy endings. The happiest story of all, of course, is the gospel, in which Jesus rises again after dying and 

then comes to us with the promise that our own story will have a happy ending too: eternal life thru faith in 

Him. 

Not every story has a happy ending however. Some Bible stories are tragedies—not simply in the popular sense 

that they are sad, but in the more technical sense that we use the word “tragedy” in world literature…..From the 

dramas these men wrote (Shakespeare, Euripides), we learn that a tragedy is a “story of exceptional calamity,” 

moving from prosperity to catastrophe, “in which a protagonist of high degree and greatness of spirit makes a 



choice and as a result inevitably falls into a state of suffering, sometimes attaining perception. To put this 

definition in simpler terms, a tragedy is a story in which a great man who makes the wrong choice falls into 

bitter disgrace and (sometimes) learns from his mistakes. One of the saddest tragedies in the Bible is the story of 

King Solomon. Solomon was one of the greatest kings the world has ever seen. Yet at the end of his life he 

made one of the most foolish choices that anyone has ever made, with disastrous consequences for himself and 

his kingdom. Oh, Solomon! Where did you go so wrong, and how can we learn to avoid making the same 

mistakes that you made?” 

 Our story of Solomon began with “Solomon loved the Lord” (3:3) and it ends with, “Now Solomon loved 

many foreign women (11:1).” How would you answer the question asked by Dr. Ryken: “Oh, Solomon! 

Where did you go wrong?” How is it possible that our story began with “Solomon loved the Lord” and 

ends with “King Solomon loved many foreign women”? 

 

 

 

 

 Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 10:11-12 that “these things are written down for our instruction.” What 

lessons can you and I learn from Solomon’s mistake? 

 

 

 

 

Whatever Happened to Old King Solomon? People often wonder what happened to Solomon in the end. Did he ever repent of 

his sins? Will we see him in heaven? Was he saved? 

This is always the most important question for anyone. Nothing is more important in life than where we end up for eternity—in 

heaven or hell. A person may commit many harmful sins, as Solomon did, yet still end up in heaven by the grace of God thru 

faith in Jesus Christ. All is well for the soul that ends well. 

We have good reason to be hopeful about Solomon’s salvation. One reason to be hopeful is that God had promised David that 

although his son would be disciplined, he would not be forsaken (2 Sam. 7:14-15). If the book of Ecclesiastes is any indication, 

the king learned from his mistakes and came back into a right relationship with God. Furthermore, based on what we know from 

the Gospels, Jesus regarded Solomon as having a vital place in the history of salvation. 

Whether Solomon was saved or not, we can be absolutely sure of our own salvation. Even after all our wrong affections—after 

all of the times that our own hearts have wandered away from the God we love—our salvation is still secure. This is because we 

are not saved by our love for God; rather, we are saved by His love for us in Christ Jesus. This is the good news of the gospel: 

The way we get to heaven is not by loving God enough to make Him want to let us in, but by Jesus loving us enough to die on the 

cross for our sins. Jesus Christ is the greater Solomon of our salvation, whose heart never turned away from God, but kept on 

loving Him to the very end, and will keep on loving us until we get to glory. 

God has mercy for us, even after all the tragic choices that we have made and all the wrong affections that have led us away from 

Him. If we are wise, we will repent from the heart for all the wrongs we have done. We will ask the Holy Spirit to write some 

new chapters in the story of our lives—better chapters than 1 Kings 11! By the love of Jesus, the story that the Spirit writes will 

turn out better than we ever imagined. Jesus is a new kind of hero, one who steps into our tragic story to take our place. We are 

the people with the tragic and sinful flaw. We are the ones who deserve to suffer the consequences for our sin. Yet Jesus has 

stepped in to suffer the wrath of God in our place. This is why He came into the world: to enter into our tragic situation and 

rescue us from our downfall. This is also why Jesus died on the cross: to bear the full punishment that we deserve for our sin. 

By dying in our place, Jesus turns our tragedy into a comedy—a story with a happy ending. God is angry with us because of our 

sin. We deserved to fall under His righteous judgment. But God has saved us from His own wrath by sending His Son to be our 

Savior (Dr. Ryken).”  

 

3. Text: 1 Kings 11:9-12 ∙ Yahweh’s Anger 

Question: Dr. Davis: “As Bible readers we are not shocked to read, ‘So Yahweh was angry with Solomon.’ 

However, the anger of the biblical Yahweh bothers contemporary man……..” 

 What are the two truths expressed in verse 9, which Dr. Ryken notes “that most people would rather not 

talk about, even if they believe them, which most do not?” 

 

 

 

 Thought Question: Some would say that “God’s wrath is a character flaw or an unworthy divine attribute.” 

How would you answer those who say this? 

 

 

 

 Some may not agree, but our text indicates that God felt He had good reason to be angry with King 

Solomon. What reasons does God give for being angry with Solomon? List all the commandments 

Solomon had broken.  



4. Text: 1 Kings 11:11-43 ∙ Consequences 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “The anger of God has real consequences, both in this life and in the life to come. If God 

is angry with our sin, then He will certainly punish us for it.” 

 Dr. Davis: “The Bible reports “history” quite different from the way media reports events. What does the 

biblical writer (who has light from the outside) have to say about what took place in history as a result of 

the sin of Solomon? What should this teach us about similar characters in history? 

 

 

 

 

 

 The stories of Hadad the Edomite and Rezon are of particular interest in that they are lengthy and quite 

detailed in their report. Why does the Bible take the trouble to tell us these stories, which, as Dr. Ryken 

notes, “may seem somewhat tangential to the story of Solomon?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 Personal Application by Dr. Ryken: “This is what happens when our hearts turn away from the Lord: 

because of God’s justice, we are liable to suffer the tragic consequences of our sin…..God still operates the 

same way today. As a righteous Judge, he often brings sinners to judgment. Admittedly, we do not always 

know the purposes of God. Why does He allow this nation to triumph or those people to suffer? Yet by the 

sovereign justice of God, people often suffer the consequences of their sin. Self-destructive choices lead to 

destruction, not simply because this is the way the universe works but because the universe is governed by 

a just and righteous God. People who sin are liable to suffer His divine judgments. 

For anyone who belongs to God thru faith in Christ, these judgments are never punitive, only corrective. In 

His fatherly love and discipline, God will use whatever consequences we suffer for our sins to do His good 

work in our lives. Nevertheless, the judgments of God are a serious matter for self-examination. The moral 

choices we make have real consequences. What we do with our money, the way we handle sex, the exercise 

of power—we are responsible before God for each and every decision we make. Could it be that some of 

our present sufferings are the tragic results of our own sin? If so, then God is correcting us with justice. 

Consider the sinful choices that you are making in life: the growing resentment over a personal 

disagreement, perhaps, or the little compromises with sexual sin. Maybe you are tempted to angry words or 

to pursue foolish pleasure. Where will these sins lead in the end? 

There is also the reality of the final judgment to consider. We will all stand before God to be judged for 

everything we have ever done. All of the righteous judgments we see in the Bible—including what 

Solomon suffered at the hands of Hadad and Rezon—are intended to remind us of the last of all judgments, 

when Jesus Christ will come again to open and shut the gates of heaven and hell. 

Are you ready for the final judgment? For many people, the coming of Christ will be a real tragedy to end 

all tragedies. As a result of their deliberate choice to follow other gods, they will fall under judgment and 

suffer God’s wrath forever. 

Is there any hope for us to receive mercy? There is always hope in Jesus, even thru the darkest hour. We 

find that hope in this passage, as we do everywhere in the Bible. It is true that God is angry with us because 

of our sin and that we deserve to fall under His righteous judgments. But this is also true: God has saved us 

from judgment by sending His Son to be our Savior. We are objects of wrath who nevertheless have 

received mercy (Eph. 2:1-7). 

 

 There was some mercy for Solomon shown by God in verse 12. However, there is far greater mercy in 

what God promised in the next verse. What is this true and why did God do this? 

 

 

 

5. Text: Solomon’s Epitaph 

Dr. Ryken: “An epitaph is the last word on a person’s life. Written on a tombstone or other monument, the 

meaning of someone’s existence is captured in one short sentence……One day death will come for each of us, 

as it comes for everyone. When, it comes, what will people write on your tombstone? 

The story of Solomon’s life ends with lines that are not very memorable, as epitaphs go. In closing the record on 

Solomon’s life, this summary refers to other official documents, which have long since disappeared. The 

biblical record simply reminds us of the kings’ long reign—he reigned as long as his father David. The royal 

line continued….but the glory days were over, as Israel would soon discover. As we come to the end of 

Solomon’s life, what epitaph should we write on his grave? ________________________________________ 



Whatever epitaph we write for Solomon, the fact that he needs an epitaph at all is a reminder of his limitations. 

Eventually he died, to the loss of all his earthly powers. 

Praise God that we know the greater Solomon of a greater kingdom, who still has grace for us. We know Jesus 

Christ—the King without an epitaph. No one wrote an inscription for our Savior’s grave. They did not even 

have time to prepare His body for burial, let alone carve His name into stone. Besides, what epitaph would you 

write for a man who would come back to life on the 3rd day? “Back soon”? “See you on Sunday”? Maybe the 

words of the angels would suffice: “He is not here, but has risen.” 

Praise God for Jesus Christ, the risen King, the true and righteous Solomon of our salvation! By the power of 

His resurrection, we will be able to serve God to the end of our days, to offer our Savior an eternity of praise.” 

   


