
Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 1 ∙ Text: 1 Kings 1; 2 Chronicles 

Introduction: There are many reasons one could give for choosing to study the life of Solomon. I began with the 

thought of using this study as a follow-up to our study, The Life of King David. Secondly, we have always greatly 

benefited from our studies of biblical characters (Daniel, Esther, Ruth, Elijah to name some). But perhaps what drew 

me most to Solomon was my reading of a study by Dr. Philip Graham Ryken on the life of Solomon, which we will 

use to guide us in our study along with Tyndale’s Cornerstone Biblical Commentary by William Barnes, The 

Expositors Bible Commentary by R. D. Patterson, and Focus on the Bible series by Dr. Dale Ralph Davis. 

It should be noted that we will not be studying the entire book of 1 Kings, only the life of Solomon, which is 

covered in the first 11 chapters of 1 Kings. It should also be noted that the book of 2 Chronicles will be used as an 

additional source for our study as it provides insights not provided by the writers of 1 Kings. One final note, by 

William Barnes regarding the authorship of 1 Kings: “As is the case with many of the books of the Old Testament, 

the author (or authors) of the books of 1-2 Kings is unknown. The title “Kings” clearly has to do with the content of 

Kings, not with the identity of the author. This is also the case, for example, with 1-2 Samuel, in which Samuel the 

prophet himself is last mentioned in 1 Samuel 28, when he was already dead and called up from the grave!. The 

anonymity of these biblical writers, however, is not necessarily typical of historical works elsewhere in the ancient 

world: The authors of classic works of history are sometimes quite well known…….Regarding the books of Kings, 

evangelical scholars tend to speak of anonymous compilations of sources (Harrison 1969:723), and non-evangelical 

scholars resort to so-called Deuteronomists compiling earlier written and oral traditions before and during the 

Judahite exile in the mid-sixth century BC. Friedman (1997:146-158) suggests that Baruch son of Neriah (the 

famous scribe of Jeremiah) was the author of Kings (and indeed author/editor of the Deuterononmistic History in 

general. Baruch lived in the mid- to late 7th century BC, and he survived up to and beyond the Judahite exile in the 

early 6th century, after the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians in 586 BC (Barnes 1991:158). In the final analysis 

the wisest course at present (and the tendency in both evangelical and non-evangelical scholarship) is to counsel 

hesitation in identifying the author of 1-2 Kings. Ultimately the issue of authorship is secondary. The focus of any 

sympathetic reader of 1-2 Kings must be on its theology—what its retelling of the monarchical villains and heroes of 

the OT faith conveyed to its original readers, and what it means for people of faith today.” 

1. Text: 1 Kings 1:1-4 ∙ Poor David 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “The story of King Solomon starts with King David, who was old and advanced in years. 

And although they covered him with clothes, he could not get warm. For anyone who admires King David, this 

scene is full of pathos.” 

 From what you know of David’s life and a cursory reading of 1 Samuel 16 thru 2 Samuel 24, what about 

David’s life to this point makes this scene “full of pathos”? 

 

 

 

 

Personal Thought by Dr. Ryken: “What happened to David will happen to (almost) all of us. Our hearing will fail; 

our eyesight will grow dim; our limbs will get weak and brittle. Eventually we will be confined to bed, and maybe 

we will find it hard to stay warm. How important it is, therefore, for everyone to heed the counsel that Solomon 

gave, in the days of his wisdom: Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come 

and the years draw near of which you will say, ‘I have no pleasure in them.’ (Eccles. 12:1). If, like David, we give 

our hearts to God when we are young, we will still remember Him when we are old, and He will remember us.” 

2. Text: 1 Kings 1:5-10 ∙ Trouble in Jerusalem 

Question: Dr. Ryken” “As David’s kingship came to an end, his royal court was full of intrigue. The courtiers 

were whispering in the passageways: “Who will be the next king?” William Barnes notes: “Crisis is in the air.”  

 The question had been on people’s mind for years. In fact there had already been at least two attempts to 

take the throne away from David: the rebellion of his son Absalom, which led to civil war (2 Sam. 14-18), 

and the uprising of Sheba the Benjamite (2 Sam. 20). David was able to quell both of those rebellions, but 

as he grew older he also grew weaker……“his shivering impotence” was creating a power vacuum. As far 

as God was concerned, who was David’s rightful heir and why do you think God chose Solomon to be 

David’s heir (2 Samuel 7:4-17, 12:24-25; 1 Chron. 22:6-10)? 

 

 

 

 There was another contender for the kingship, however—and most people saw him as the heir apparent. 

His name is Adonijah. How does the writer of 1 Kings describe him and based on the description, what 

view does he want us to have of him (1 Samuel 16:7; 2 Samuel 13:20-22, 14:25-27)? 



 Adonijah’s attempted usurpation to the throne began with a ceremonial gathering of his supporters in the 

same way Absalom began his attempted coup. Not everyone, however, is at Adonijah’s party or on his 

bandwagon. What insight do you get into this coup by analyzing this list of invitees and non-invitees? 

 

 

 

 

3. Text: 1 Kings 1:11-27 ∙ Counter-plan 

Question: William Barnes: “We should not forget that this was no ordinary petty kingdom in the Fertile 

Crescent of the ancient Near East, for salvific blessings on all humankind then and in the future had been 

promised to flow from the Davidic dynasty (Read 2 Samuel 7:18-29).” 

 Not inviting ‘Nathan the prophet’ to the party soon proved to be a tactical error. What was at stake and 

what strategy does Nathan employ against the plot of Adonijah? 

 

 

Personal Application: William Barnes: “Believers in every age stand amazed at the remarkably contingent nature of 

God’s will being accomplished.” I would add that we also are amazed at the difference one man can make when he 

knows and follows the will of God. Maybe we are amazed because we are not as willing as Nathan was to take the 

necessary action. Dale R. Davis writes: “Everything, humanly speaking, hinges on Nathan. I do not think we should 

use this text as a piece of Christian cheer-leading or religious rah-rah. I don’t think the text is grabbing me by the 

lapels telling me to ‘become a Nathan.’ But surely it implies that one’s service in Christ’s kingdom has a real dignity 

about it and that one can never tell how crucial one servant’s labor may prove to be. Surely a Lord who remembers 

cups of water handed to His people does not think lightly of our faithfulness, major or minor.” 

 

4. Text: 1 Kings 1:28-31 ∙ Long Live The King 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “According to ancient custom, the death of a ruler is greeted with the following words: 

“The king is dead; long live the king!” This may seem like a contradictory thing to say. If the king is dead, then 

what use is there in wishing him long life? But the point is that the kingdom will endure. Even though one king 

is dead, another king lives to take his place. The kingship will survive, and therefore people who hope for the 

continuity of the monarchy say, “The king is dead. Long live the king!” 

 David may have been dying, but he was not dead yet. After he finished his audience with Bathsheba, David 

acts immediately and decisively. Contrast the men David called to carry out the public anointing of 

Solomon with the men Adonijah chose. What makes this a “shrewd and godly maneuver” as Dr. Ryken 

describes it? 

 

 

 

Personal Question: This scene should force us to reflect: What stirred David to action? The answer was: the fate of 

the kingdom. What stirs us, as kingdom servants, to life? What catches our zeal? Is it our portfolio? It is Saturday 

afternoon or Sunday football? Is it that new car or new house? Dr. Davis asks: “Do the first three petitions of the 

Lord’s prayer move, grip, and stir us?” What stirs us reveals us.  

 Once David had given the orders (vv. 32-35) for Solomon’s enthronement, the people had a choice to 

make. Describe the response (vv.36-47) of: 

o Benaiah 

o Zadok 

o Nathan 

o David’s mighty men (Kerethites & Pelethites) 

o The people 

o Adonijah 



 

 Even old King David……How did David respond to the coronation of Solomon and the response of the 

people? What is impressive to you about his response to what was taking place (2 Sam. 7)? 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing thoughts and challenge from Dr. Philip Ryken: “Almost every detail of this coronation 

celebration helps us understand the kingship of Jesus Christ—His anointing, His enthronement, and His 

everlasting dominion.” Most people have never witnessed a real live coronation. In the United States we 

have never crowned anyone king at all. But proper kings are supposed to be crowned and in telling us how 

Solomon was crowned, 1 Kings 1 also helps us understand the coronation of Christ as king……..Jesus of 

Nazareth was the rightful heir of David’s throne (Matt. 1:6-7). Thus He had a rightful claim to David’s 

throne. And when He rode into the kingdom city of Jerusalem on a royal donkey he was fulfilling what had 

been prophesied regarding the Christ by Zechariah (9:9) and it was a public declaration of His royal office. 

The King was on parade. King Jesus was also anointed. Indeed, this is the very meaning of the word Christ, 

which is literally, the “Anointed One.” Jesus was not anointed by a prophet or a priest but by the Spirit of 

God (Luke 3:21-22, 4:18). This shows the superiority of Christ’s kingship. The oil that the prophets and 

priests used to anoint the OT kings was a sign of the Spirit; it showed that God the Holy Spirit had 

appointed and equipped the king to serve as King. But Jesus was anointed with the Spirit Himself. His 

kingship was not simply a sign of God’s kingly rule, therefore, but the living reality of God’s dominion. 

The divine King was divinely anointed for divine rule.  

Eventually, like King Solomon, King Jesus was enthroned, taking His place at the right hand of God on the 

throne of the universe. But first something strange happened—something that never happened to any other 

king of any other kingdom: the King with the crown of thorns went to the cross, where He gave His life to 

save His people…….When Jesus died on the cross, Satan and all the enemies of God could say, “The King 

is dead! But that is not the end of the story, because on the 3rd day God said, “Long live the King!” and 

Jesus came right up from the grave. Soon He was royally enthroned, as God fulfilled His ancient promise to 

the house of David (Ps. 101:1). What joy there must have been in heaven when the Son of God ascended to 

His throne! What shouts of triumph! What blasts of trumpets! What songs of praise! His throne is greater 

than the throne of David and Solomon. It is superior to all other dominions, for Jesus Christ sits forever on 

the royal throne of heaven as king over all—the royal king that God anointed. 

We too may acclaim Him as our king. We may do this the way Benaiah did it, saying “amen” to the 

kingship of Jesus Christ and praying for His kingdom to increase. Every time we pray for the kingdom to 

come, and for the gospel to reach our friends and neighbors, and for the church to grow around the world, 

we honor Christ as king. We may also acknowledge the kingship of Christ with our worship, as the people 

did in the streets of Jerusalem. Whether we are men, or women, or children, we can all make music for our 

King. This is how we serve Christ and His kingdom: by enthroning Jesus in our hearts and saying, “Long 

live the King!” 

 

 


