
Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 10 ∙ Text: 1 Kings 10:14-11:43 

1. Text: 1 Kings 10:14-28 ∙ The Golden Age 

Question: Dr. Davis: “The Queen of Sheba found Solomon fully up to his reputation in wits and wisdom (1-3), 

and she found Solomonic literally breath-taking (3-5). Such class she had never seen………But the narrator 

pushes us on. In verses 14-22 his operative word is ‘gold’ (10 times). On the way to the shield exhibit he 

informs us that Solomon takes in up to 20 tons of gold in a year. Ah, here we are at the House of Lebanon. Look 

at these shields—200 body-sized shields, 300 smaller, hand-carried shields. Gold-plated—with about 7.5 lbs. 

per body shield, 3.75 lbs for a smaller one (Dr. Ryken notes that today we would make it in the form of solid 

bars). Looks awfully spiffy on state occasions. Now this throne—ivory inlay, gold overlay; note the steps, the 

lions. Nothing like it anywhere. As we pass one of the storage rooms our host points out the gold drinking 

containers. Note (he says), no silver—it doesn’t amount to anything in Solomon’s regime. He concludes the 

tour with a few remarks about Solomonic commercial ventures: Joint Israelite-Phoenician shipping periodically 

returns laden with gold, silver, ivory, and even apes and baboons. (The later specimens should not surprise us—

apparently Solomon had a passion for zoology very like some Assyrian kings of the 12th-9th centuries BC.) 

Moreover, Solomon thru his merchants acts as middleman in a thriving import-export trade in chariots and 

horses. Egypt in the south and Kue (Cilicia) in the NW are his sources, while Hittite groups in the north and 

Aramaeans to the NW constitute his market….The tour ends. Of course there was no e-mail or fax machine in 

all of Solomon’s kingdom. But no matter—it was massively impressive. Folks walked away from the tours 

exclaiming (like the Queen of Sheba), ‘Well, I never…!’ 

 How are we to regard all this grandeur and luxury? That is, how does the writer want us to think about it? 

Write down a thought or two from each of the following sets of verses which will help you to form your 

“perspective” on what the writer of 1 Kings (God’s Spirit) is trying to give us. 

o Genesis 2:11-12; Exodus 25; Psalm 45:6-14; Haggai 2:8 

 

 

o 1 Kings 3:10-14, Psalm 72 

 

 

o Genesis 13:2, 26:12-13, Job 1:1-10, 42:10-12; Psalm 49:9-10 

 

 

 

o  Prov. 16:16; Job 28:12-19 

 

 

 

o Psalm 19:7-11; Job: 31:24-28; Jeremiah 9:23-24; 1 Timothy 6:17-19; 1 Peter 1:6-7 

 

 

 

o Psalm 49:5-20; Ecclesiastes 2:18-19, 5:10-11 

 

 

 

o Deuteronomy 8:11-14; Exodus 32, Matthew 19:24 

 

 

 

 

2. Text: 1 Kings 11:1-8 ∙ A Royal Tragedy 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “Most Bible stories are comedies—not in the popular sense that they are funny (although 

there is more humor in the Bible than many people realize), but in the literary sense that they have a happy 

ending. Noah and his family pass thru the deep waters of a great flood, but see the rainbow on the other side. 

Joseph gets sold into slavery but rises to greatness and saves a nation from famine. And so on. The Bible is full 

of happy endings. The happiest story of all, of course, is the gospel, in which Jesus rises again after dying and 

then comes to us with the promise that our own story will have a happy ending too: eternal life thru faith in 

Him. 

Not every story has a happy ending however. Some Bible stories are tragedies—not simply in the popular sense 

that they are sad, but in the more technical sense that we use the word “tragedy” in world literature…..From the 

dramas these men wrote (Shakespeare, Euripides), we learn that a tragedy is a “story of exceptional calamity,” 

moving from prosperity to catastrophe, “in which a protagonist of high degree and greatness of spirit makes a 



choice and as a result inevitably falls into a state of suffering, sometimes attaining perception. To put this 

definition in simpler terms, a tragedy is a story in which a great man who makes the wrong choice falls into 

bitter disgrace and (sometimes) learns from his mistakes. One of the saddest tragedies in the Bible is the story of 

King Solomon. Solomon was one of the greatest kings the world has ever seen. Yet at the end of his life he 

made one of the most foolish choices that anyone has ever made, with disastrous consequences for himself and 

his kingdom. Oh, Solomon! Where did you go so wrong, and how can we learn to avoid making the same 

mistakes that you made?” 

 Our story of Solomon began with “Solomon loved the Lord” (3:3) and it ends with, “Now Solomon loved 

many foreign women (11:1).” How would you answer the question asked by Dr. Ryken: “Oh, Solomon! 

Where did you go wrong?” How is it possible that our story began with “Solomon loved the Lord” and 

ends with “King Solomon loved many foreign women”? 

 

 

 

 

 Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 10:11-12 that “these things are written down for our instruction.” What 

lessons can you and I learn from Solomon’s mistake? 

 

 

 

 

Whatever Happened to Old King Solomon? People often wonder what happened to Solomon in the end. Did he ever repent of 

his sins? Will we see him in heaven? Was he saved? 

This is always the most important question for anyone. Nothing is more important in life than where we end up for eternity—in 

heaven or hell. A person may commit many harmful sins, as Solomon did, yet still end up in heaven by the grace of God thru 

faith in Jesus Christ. All is well for the soul that ends well. 

We have good reason to be hopeful about Solomon’s salvation. One reason to be hopeful is that God had promised David that 

although his son would be disciplined, he would not be forsaken (2 Sam. 7:14-15). If the book of Ecclesiastes is any indication, 

the king learned from his mistakes and came back into a right relationship with God. Furthermore, based on what we know from 

the Gospels, Jesus regarded Solomon as having a vital place in the history of salvation. 

Whether Solomon was saved or not, we can be absolutely sure of our own salvation. Even after all our wrong affections—after 

all of the times that our own hearts have wandered away from the God we love—our salvation is still secure. This is because we 

are not saved by our love for God; rather, we are saved by His love for us in Christ Jesus. This is the good news of the gospel: 

The way we get to heaven is not by loving God enough to make Him want to let us in, but by Jesus loving us enough to die on the 

cross for our sins. Jesus Christ is the greater Solomon of our salvation, whose heart never turned away from God, but kept on 

loving Him to the very end, and will keep on loving us until we get to glory. 

God has mercy for us, even after all the tragic choices that we have made and all the wrong affections that have led us away from 

Him. If we are wise, we will repent from the heart for all the wrongs we have done. We will ask the Holy Spirit to write some 

new chapters in the story of our lives—better chapters than 1 Kings 11! By the love of Jesus, the story that the Spirit writes will 

turn out better than we ever imagined. Jesus is a new kind of hero, one who steps into our tragic story to take our place. We are 

the people with the tragic and sinful flaw. We are the ones who deserve to suffer the consequences for our sin. Yet Jesus has 

stepped in to suffer the wrath of God in our place. This is why He came into the world: to enter into our tragic situation and 

rescue us from our downfall. This is also why Jesus died on the cross: to bear the full punishment that we deserve for our sin. 

By dying in our place, Jesus turns our tragedy into a comedy—a story with a happy ending. God is angry with us because of our 

sin. We deserved to fall under His righteous judgment. But God has saved us from His own wrath by sending His Son to be our 

Savior (Dr. Ryken).”  

 

3. Text: 1 Kings 11:9-12 ∙ Yahweh’s Anger 

Question: Dr. Davis: “As Bible readers we are not shocked to read, ‘So Yahweh was angry with Solomon.’ 

However, the anger of the biblical Yahweh bothers contemporary man……..” 

 What are the two truths expressed in verse 9, which Dr. Ryken notes “that most people would rather not 

talk about, even if they believe them, which most do not?” 

 

 

 

 Thought Question: Some would say that “God’s wrath is a character flaw or an unworthy divine attribute.” 

How would you answer those who say this? 

 

 

 

 Some may not agree, but our text indicates that God felt He had good reason to be angry with King 

Solomon. What reasons does God give for being angry with Solomon? List all the commandments 

Solomon had broken.  



4. Text: 1 Kings 11:11-43 ∙ Consequences 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “The anger of God has real consequences, both in this life and in the life to come. If God 

is angry with our sin, then He will certainly punish us for it.” 

 Dr. Davis: “The Bible reports “history” quite different from the way media reports events. What does the 

biblical writer (who has light from the outside) have to say about what took place in history as a result of 

the sin of Solomon? What should this teach us about similar characters in history? 

 

 

 

 

 

 The stories of Hadad the Edomite and Rezon are of particular interest in that they are lengthy and quite 

detailed in their report. Why does the Bible take the trouble to tell us these stories, which, as Dr. Ryken 

notes, “may seem somewhat tangential to the story of Solomon?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 Personal Application by Dr. Ryken: “This is what happens when our hearts turn away from the Lord: 

because of God’s justice, we are liable to suffer the tragic consequences of our sin…..God still operates the 

same way today. As a righteous Judge, he often brings sinners to judgment. Admittedly, we do not always 

know the purposes of God. Why does He allow this nation to triumph or those people to suffer? Yet by the 

sovereign justice of God, people often suffer the consequences of their sin. Self-destructive choices lead to 

destruction, not simply because this is the way the universe works but because the universe is governed by 

a just and righteous God. People who sin are liable to suffer His divine judgments. 

For anyone who belongs to God thru faith in Christ, these judgments are never punitive, only corrective. In 

His fatherly love and discipline, God will use whatever consequences we suffer for our sins to do His good 

work in our lives. Nevertheless, the judgments of God are a serious matter for self-examination. The moral 

choices we make have real consequences. What we do with our money, the way we handle sex, the exercise 

of power—we are responsible before God for each and every decision we make. Could it be that some of 

our present sufferings are the tragic results of our own sin? If so, then God is correcting us with justice. 

Consider the sinful choices that you are making in life: the growing resentment over a personal 

disagreement, perhaps, or the little compromises with sexual sin. Maybe you are tempted to angry words or 

to pursue foolish pleasure. Where will these sins lead in the end? 

There is also the reality of the final judgment to consider. We will all stand before God to be judged for 

everything we have ever done. All of the righteous judgments we see in the Bible—including what 

Solomon suffered at the hands of Hadad and Rezon—are intended to remind us of the last of all judgments, 

when Jesus Christ will come again to open and shut the gates of heaven and hell. 

Are you ready for the final judgment? For many people, the coming of Christ will be a real tragedy to end 

all tragedies. As a result of their deliberate choice to follow other gods, they will fall under judgment and 

suffer God’s wrath forever. 

Is there any hope for us to receive mercy? There is always hope in Jesus, even thru the darkest hour. We 

find that hope in this passage, as we do everywhere in the Bible. It is true that God is angry with us because 

of our sin and that we deserve to fall under His righteous judgments. But this is also true: God has saved us 

from judgment by sending His Son to be our Savior. We are objects of wrath who nevertheless have 

received mercy (Eph. 2:1-7). 

 

 There was some mercy for Solomon shown by God in verse 12. However, there is far greater mercy in 

what God promised in the next verse. What is this true and why did God do this? 

 

 

 

5. Text: Solomon’s Epitaph 

Dr. Ryken: “An epitaph is the last word on a person’s life. Written on a tombstone or other monument, the 

meaning of someone’s existence is captured in one short sentence……One day death will come for each of us, 

as it comes for everyone. When, it comes, what will people write on your tombstone? 

The story of Solomon’s life ends with lines that are not very memorable, as epitaphs go. In closing the record on 

Solomon’s life, this summary refers to other official documents, which have long since disappeared. The 

biblical record simply reminds us of the kings’ long reign—he reigned as long as his father David. The royal 

line continued….but the glory days were over, as Israel would soon discover. As we come to the end of 

Solomon’s life, what epitaph should we write on his grave? ________________________________________ 



Whatever epitaph we write for Solomon, the fact that he needs an epitaph at all is a reminder of his limitations. 

Eventually he died, to the loss of all his earthly powers. 

Praise God that we know the greater Solomon of a greater kingdom, who still has grace for us. We know Jesus 

Christ—the King without an epitaph. No one wrote an inscription for our Savior’s grave. They did not even 

have time to prepare His body for burial, let alone carve His name into stone. Besides, what epitaph would you 

write for a man who would come back to life on the 3rd day? “Back soon”? “See you on Sunday”? Maybe the 

words of the angels would suffice: “He is not here, but has risen.” 

Praise God for Jesus Christ, the risen King, the true and righteous Solomon of our salvation! By the power of 

His resurrection, we will be able to serve God to the end of our days, to offer our Savior an eternity of praise.” 

   


