
Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 3 ∙ Text: 1 Kings 3 

1. Text: 1 Kings 3:1-6; 2 Chronicles 1:1-6 ∙ The Spiritual Condition of the Kingdom 

Question: R. D. Patterson: “Solomon’s marriage to Pharaoh’s daughter was the seal of a political alliance with 

Egypt. That such a marriage came about gives some indication of the importance of the kingdom Solomon 

inherited from his father as well as the decline of Egyptian power at this time. Formerly Egyptian Pharaohs 

consistently refused to allow their daughters to marry even the most important and powerful kings. In this 

instance it appears that Pharaoh felt it to be advantageous to ally himself with Solomon, giving him not only his 

daughter but also Gezer as a wedding gift. This would give him clear trade routes thru Palestine. Solomon, on 

the other hand, could by this means secure his southern border…..The rendering “made an alliance with 

Pharaoh” reflects accurately the literal Hebrew: “became Pharaoh’s son-in-law,” which stresses the relationship 

between father-in-law and bridegroom rather than that between the bride and groom. This was a rather common 

practice as a means of cementing and maintaining international agreements and securing a nation’s borders.” 

 “In order to understand Solomon’s “wish/request” (vv. 6-9) we need to know what kind of man he was. We 

need to know what kind of person he is on the inside, in the spiritual life of his soul”, writes Dr. Ryken. 

How would you assess the “spiritual condition of Solomon” at the outset of his reign (Exodus 34:8-16; 1 

Kings 7:8, 11:1-6; 2 Chronicles 8:11; Deuteronomy 12:1-14; 1 Samuel 9:11-25)?  

 

 

 

2. Text: 1 Kings 3:3-6 ∙ Solomon’s Love for the Lord 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “The Bible describes Solomon as a man after David’s own heart. Solomon loved the 

Lord……. This is virtually the highest praise that any one person could ever receive.” 

 Love is more than a feeling, however. In what tangible and practical ways did Solomon demonstrate and 

express his love? 

 

 

 Solomon’s affectionate prayer is a model for our own love life with the living God.” What is instructive to 

you about the way in which Solomon begins his response to the gracious offer of God? 

 

 

 

 Thought Question: In what way would this model of prayer be useful to the pray-er? 

 

 

 

 Personal Question: Can it be said of you as it was said of King Solomon that you love the Lord? What 

evidence is there in your life that you long to be with Him? Do you meet with Him publically and 

privately? Have you told Him recently that you love Him or do you just assume that He knows? And 

finally, what practical demonstration of your love for Him have you made? 

 

 

3. Text: 1 Kings 3:7-9 ∙ Solomon’s Wish 

Question: Many fairy tales center around the idea of the main character being granted a wish. It’s fun to imagine 

such a fanatical scenario, but that’s not what real life is like—except for one man, Solomon. 

 Identify exactly what God offered Solomon. 

 

 Why do you think God made “this extraordinary and unprecedented offer” (Ryken) to Solomon?  

 

 

 What was Solomon’s “wish/request” and what was the basis or foundation for making this request?  

 

 

 

 What does our text say was Solomon’s motive for what he asked? What did he want to use it for and what 

does this request tell you about Solomon? 

 

 

 



 James 3:13-17 also speaks to this issue of wisdom. What are the characteristics of true wisdom, according 

to James, and how do they coincide with the motives of Solomon when he asked for wisdom? 

 

 

 

 Personal Question: Dr. Davis writes: “Solomon’s situation was unique; he alone inherited David’s throne; 

so only he could pray exactly this prayer. But his wise request is still an excellent example for us to follow. 

Unlike Solomon, I am not a king, but shouldn’t I pray like one?” In what areas of your life do you need to 

ask God for “an understanding mind/heart”?____________________________________________ 

 

4. Text: 1 Kings 3:10-14 ∙ God’s Gracious Gift 

Question: Our text tells us that God was pleased to answer Solomon’s prayer and grant his wise request. 

 What does God say was particularly pleasing to Him about Solomon’s request and what do you think made 

this request such a wise choice? 

 

 

 

 In asking for wisdom, Solomon was refusing to ask for any of the things that most people want out of 

life……..Not that it would have been wrong for Solomon to ask for any of these things. Life is good; 

money can be useful; it is better to ask God to take care of your enemies. Solomon could have requested 

these for the sake of his kingdom. What truth does Solomon express in Prov. 4: 7-9, 8:11 & 16:16, which 

must have guided his decision to ask for wisdom? 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Ryken: “It may seem tempting to envy Solomon for the invitation he was given to ask for anything he 

wanted from God. But God is ready to grant us Solomon’s wish.” What do the following texts teach us 

about the wisdom which is available to us today, how is it acquired, and why would this be more valuable 

than the wisdom Solomon was given (Psalm 90:12; Matt. 12:42; 2 Tim. 3:15; 1 Cor. 1:18-30; Col. 2:3, 

James 1:5)? 

 

 

 

 Thought question: Why do you think God added the gifts of “riches and honor” to the gift of a “wise and 

discerning mind—greater than anyone who has ever lived before him or after him” (1 Kings 10:23-24)? 

 

 

 

 Thought Question: There was one promise that came with a condition—an “if”. What condition was placed 

on the promise of a “lengthened life?” This same promise had been made often to Israel (Deut. 6:1-2 & 

11:8-9). Why do you think God placed a condition on this promise? 

 

 

Personal Application: After Solomon awoke from his dream, he went up to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord, and presented many offerings to the praise of his God. How wise this was! May it be that it 

would be recorded of us that our first response to God’s grace is one of thanksgiving.   

5. Text: 1 Kings 3:16-28 ∙ Evidence 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “There is always something deeply satisfying about finding a simple solution to a difficult 

dilemma…….A famous example of dilemma-solving comes from the ancient world. At the palace of the 

Phrygian kings in Gordium, there was an oxcart tied to a post with an intricate knot. According to legend, 

whoever was able to untie the knot would rule Asia Minor. Never a man to back down on a challenge, and 

having some considerable interest in ruling Asia Minor himself, Alexander the Great tried to untie the knot 

when he wintered at Gordium in 333 BC. Upon discovering that the knot did not have any ends to unravel, 

Alexander undid the Gordian knot by taking his sword and slicing it in two—a simple solution to a difficult 

dilemma. 

There is a story from the Bible that gives the simple solution to an even more difficult dilemma. This particular 

dilemma could not be solved by the stroke of a sword, because the center of the dilemma was not simply a knot, 

but a baby.” 

 



 God had promised to give Solomon an understanding mind that would enable him to discern between good 

and evil (v. 12); and here is a court case to prove that God had really granted him what he had promised. 

Describe the case which was brought before him and include your thoughts on what made it a particularly 

difficult dilemma. 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Ryken: “The whole situation is pitiful, in the sense that everyone in our story deserves our pity…..This 

was a serious test of the gift that God had promised…..There was a kind of equity in this legal compromise 

but also a horrible cruelty. It was a brutal decree: the bisection of a baby. People must have looked at 

Solomon with absolute astonishment. This was not wisdom; it was folly!” But was it folly? How would this 

bring about true justice? What did Solomon need to hear in order to make his decision for justice? 

 

 

 

 Dr. Ryken: “Word of what the king had done spread like wildfire…..Solomon’s verdict was a remarkable 

confirmation that he has received the holy gift of divine wisdom. It also proved that he was the right man to 

rule over Israel (Prov. 20:8, 25:2)……There is a question we still need to ask, however: what does this 

story have to do with us and our need for the gospel of Jesus Christ? All Scripture is beneficial for 

training in righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16). Furthermore, everything in the Bible pertains to the suffering and 

glory of Jesus Christ (Luke 24:26-27). So how do we make those life and gospel connections here? 

Whenever we consider Solomon, we need to remember that Jesus described Himself as someone greater 

than Solomon (Matt. 12:42). Thus, the kingdom of Solomon always points us to the greater kingdom of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.” We should note that Solomon not only was able to bring justice to a given situation, but 

in the process showed mercy to one of these women/prostitutes by protecting her from injustice. “Many 

people would have said that whores and their bastards didn’t deserve any justice, or mercy, but Solomon 

treated them as real people who really mattered” (Ryken). So the question for us is: If the kingdom of 

Solomon always points us to the greater kingdom of Jesus Christ, in what way (s) is Jesus greater in His 

wisdom in administering justice and extending mercy to the undeserving (Psalm 72:1-4; Isaiah 11:2-4; 

Matt. 16:27; Romans 3:26; 2 Cor. 5:10; Rev. 22:12)? 

 

 

 

 

Personal Application by Dr. Ryken: “Now we are called to serve our wise King by doing justice and loving 

mercy, showing other people the same grace that God has shown to us in Jesus Christ. We are agents of God’s 

mercy so that people will know the grace of our King. No matter how difficult the case, no one is beneath our 

pity or beyond the mercy of God. 

Some years ago now, a young woman experienced God’s mercy when she came to church to confess her sexual 

sin. It was clear that she was truly sorry for what she had done and had already confessed her sin to the Lord. 

Yet she was finding it hard to believe that God still loved her. She knew that Jesus had died on the cross to 

forgive her sins, but she still struggled with many despairing thoughts of self-condemnation. Some sort of 

spiritual breakthrough was badly needed, but it was not clear how. Finally, someone wisely said what turned out 

to be exactly the thing she needed to hear: “Understand that when God looks at you he doesn’t say, ‘There goes 

that whore,’ he says, ‘You are my beloved daughter.’ 

This is what it means to be under the wise and saving mercy of Christ the King. As far as He is concerned, there 

are no whores in the family of God, and no bastards…..only beloved children, whom He has promised to love 

forever.” 

 

 

 

 

 


