
Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 4 ∙ Text: I Kings 4  

Dr. Dale Ralph Davis: “Charles Spurgeon remembered the day he was sent to shop with a basket to purchase a pound of tea, a 

quarter-pound of mustard, and three pounds of rice. On his way home, however, he saw a pack of hounds and took after them 

over the hedge and ditch but found, upon arriving home, that his spirited jostle had thoroughly mixed tea, mustard, and rice into 

one inseparable mess. Some readers may think 1 Kings 4 meets such a description……What is one to make of lists of cabinet 

officials and district officers, notes about the happiness of the populace, a tabulation of the daily dietary requirements for the 

royal table, along with reports about barley for horses and remarks—among other things—about hyssop shrubs? 

1. Text: 1 Kings 4:1-6 ∙ Solomon’s Rule Over Israel 

Question: Dr. Davis: “The chapter, however, is not an unconnected basket of fragments…..” 

 The names of those holding ‘cabinet posts in the state department’ are given first in verses 1-6. Given what 

we learned in chapter 3, what does this “list” tell you about Solomon’s rule and why is this important 

information for us to have? 

 

 

 

 As a side note, it is interesting to note, given what we learned in 2:26-27, that Abiathar is listed as one of 

the priests who served Solomon during this time. What do you think accounts for this? 

 

 

 

2. Text: 1 Kings 4:7-28 ∙ Solomon’s Rule Over Israel 

Question: Verses 7-19 tell us that Solomon also put in place twelve district officers who were over all Israel, 

with one governor (v. 19) over the twelve district officers. In 3:8-9 we read that Solomon had a concern that ‘he 

would not be able to govern so many people.’  

 However, in verses 20-28 we hear the writer’s exuberance over the scope of Solomon’s rule, over all the 

kingdoms from the Euphrates to the border of Egypt. Describe in detail the benefits which were brought 

about as a result of this system of government which Solomon established? 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Iain Provan notes that “in-spite-of the great demands placed on the district officers to supply what was 

needed to maintain such a kingdom, Solomon’s economic arrangements were not oppressive to his own 

people.” According to our text, why was this possible (2 Kings 18:17-33)? 

 

 Dr. Davis: “We have all been there; someone tells a story—a corny story—and some in the crowd take it 

literally, even though it was meant as a joke—they miss the point………..Now that can happen when we 

interpret Scripture. The biblical text may report something to us and because we do not catch the intention 

of the biblical writer we may completely miss his point. That’s why it is so crucial to sense the tone of the 

text, the mood of the writer, in verses 20-25. We must latch on to his attitude to understand him rightly. 

Sometimes it is right on the surface and sometimes we must dig a little to discover, in this case, the 

foundation of the writer’s ‘joy and exuberance’ in his description of the benefits which came to Israel as a 

result of the wise rule of Solomon.” What was the foundation that lay beneath the ‘joy and exuberance’ of 

the writer of our text and the precise description of these benefits (Genesis 22; Joshua 1:1-6; 2 Samuel 7:4-

11)?  

 

 

 

 Dr. Iain Provan: “The picture is a glorious one……..but what about the horses referred to in 26-28?” Do 

they merely attest to Solomon’s great wealth or is there more here than meets the eye (Is. 31:1; Ps.33:16-

17; Deuteronomy 17:16)? 

 

 

3. 1 Kings 4:29-34 ∙ Solomon’s Wisdom 

Question: “And God (fulfilling his promise) gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight and a breadth of 

understanding.”  

 List all of the ways in which the writer describes this wisdom and the ways in which his wisdom was 

demonstrated. 

 



Personal Challenge by Dr. Ryken: “Solomon was the renaissance man of the ancient world……If we are wise, we 

will follow his example by finding delight in the world that God has made and learning everything it has to teach us. 

Gaze at the high constellations in the evening sky. Watch the osprey dive in the mountain lake to claim its prey. 

Smell the flower that blooms along the path in summertime. Notice the trail of ants crawling from the picnic to the 

anthill. Do not miss the marvels all around us—the things that God has made, which the Holy Spirit can use to teach 

us how to live.” Dr. Davis adds: “Since God has left His fingerprints of wisdom everywhere, since there is no place 

where God does not furnish us with raw materials for godly thinking, Christians should be seized with a 

rambunctious curiosity to ponder His works, both the majestic and the mundane. The task of wisdom is joyfully to 

describe and investigate all God’s works. We may not be Solomons in insight, but we can gratefully examine the 

same data.” 

4. Text: Various 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “Thinking about what it must have been like to live under the reign of Solomon and to be 

a part of his kingdom leads us to consider what the Bible calls “the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.” 

Luke records Jesus as saying that “it was the Father’s good pleasure to give us the kingdom” (Luke 22-34). The 

Scottish preacher Thomas Boston believed that Jesus used this comparison because “the greatest number of 

earthly good things come together in a kingdom—a kingdom with peace and prosperity for all its citizens.” 

King Solomon had this kind of a kingdom…..Charles Spurgeon said that “the kingdom of Israel under the sway 

of Solomon was a fair type of the reign of our Lord Jesus.” According to Spurgeon, “The present state of the 

church may be compared to the reign of David: splendid with victories, but disturbed with battles. Yet there 

are better days to come, days in which the kingdom shall be extended and become more manifest; and 

then the Lord Jesus Christ shall be even more conspicuously seen as the Solomon of God’s kingdom. 
Therefore, looking at Solomon’s kingdom is an excellent way for us to see the blessings that God has for us in 

Jesus Christ.” Psalm 72 has been given the title “Of Solomon.” It is better entitled “A prayer of David for 

Solomon.” W. S. Plumer notes that “Solomon is certainly spoken of, in this Psalm, though, chiefly as a type of 

Christ. The Psalm is therefore Typical-Messianic. Using our text, which has presented four aspects of the glory 

of Solomon’s reign and the blessings of being a part of his kingdom, compare the blessings (physical and 

spiritual) of belonging to “the kingdom of Christ, now and in the future, some of which are spoken of in Psalm 

72.  

 Isaiah 25:6, 55:1-2; Matthew 8:11; Luke 9:10-17, 22:14-19; John 6:35, 1 Cor. 11:26; Rev. 19:1-9 

 

 

 Matthew 28:18; 1 Cor. 15:24-28; Psalm 72:8, 145:13; Daniel 7:23-27 

 

 

 

 

 

 Zechariah 3:10; Eph. 2:14; Romans 5:1; Col. 1:20, 3:15; Phil. 4:7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mark 6:2; Luke 11:31, 21:10-15; Eph. 1:17; Col. 2:3; 1 Cor. 1:21-30; Rev. 5:12 

 


