
Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 5 ∙ Text: 1 Kings 5 & 6 

Introduction by Dr. Dale Ralph Davis: “Even stalwart biblical readers begin to waver when they reach 1 Kings 5. 

They may find it hard even to feign interest in three chapters about temple construction. They look upon it as 

Americans view highway construction or repair: one endures however many miles it lasts simply to get beyond it. 

We can imagine architects or antiquarians reading on, but we might wonder if Paul was really serious when he wrote 

Rom. 15:4. Well, Paul was right. Yet it does seem that just here inspiration by the Spirit demands more perspiration 

from us.” 

1. Text:1 Kings 4:34-5:1-5 ∙ House Plans 

Question: R. D. Patterson: “After he had firmly established himself and his administration, Solomon began 

laying the groundwork for the carrying out of what was perhaps the major accomplishment of his reign—the 

building of the temple and palace complexes. The planning and oversight of the construction program of a 

project of such magnitude required considerable managerial skill, and Solomon demonstrated here again the 

unusual gifts granted him by God.” 

 Who was Hiram, how would you describe his relationship with David, and what purpose do you think he 

had in contacting Solomon (2 Samuel 5:9-12; Psalm 72)? 

 

 

 

 In Solomon’s response to Hiram we find out what is driving Solomon’s desire to build a temple for 

Yahweh. Dr. Davis notes that Solomon responds to Hiram with ‘some theology.’ What is it that drives 

Solomon’s project (Deuteronomy 12:5, 11, 21; 2 Samuel 7)? 

 

 

 

Personal Question and Challenge: Dr. Davis writes: “Eschatology drives ministry.” In what way do the writings of 

Micah 4:1-14, Habakkuk 2:13-14, and Matthew 24:29-31 motivate you to labor for the kingdom and in what way do 

they supply the foundation for your kingdom labor? 

 

2. Text: 1 Kings 5:6-18 ∙ Deal Making 

Question: Wiseman (1993:100) points out that “the Cedars of Lebanon were famed for their beauty and grew to 

a height of 100 feet, and that they were typically used for such purposes by Egyptian, Assyrian, and Babylonian 

kings to span large temple ceilings.” 

 The display of Solomon’s wisdom is the theme of these verses. Dr. Davis notes that “wisdom is seldom 

flashy and so it is easily belittled.” Sometimes in the Bible wisdom is the skill to get things done (Eccl. 

10:10). Finally, it is important to remember that wisdom is a divine gift, not merely a human aptitude. In 

what ways is the wisdom given by God to Solomon (v.12) on display in these verses?  

 

 

 

Dr. Davis: “In 1862 the Confederacy was building a formidable ironclad called the Nuese, christened after the 

North Carolina River on which it was launched. It was finished in 1864. It sported two 6.4-ince Brooke rifled 

canons, a prow for ramming other ships, and four inches of rolled iron plate over three layers of wood planking. 

Just one problem: her draft of eight feet was too deep for the Nuese River. On her virgin cruise she plowed less 

than a half-mile down the river and promptly ran aground. A little quiet, calculating wisdom would have made 

such a difference……..Churches frequently have to be reminded that the kingdom of God is not ‘bricks and 

mortar’, and yet this text shows us that bricks and mortar, or—to be more textual, stone and wood, can testify to 

the wisdom of God and instruct us not to despise Yahweh’s less spectacular, more mundane gifts.” 

3. Text: 1 Kings 6 ∙ Construction Report 

Question: Dr. Ralph Davis: “I suppose architects and building contractors could get hooked on 1 Kings 6 with 

all it dimensions and materials and fixtures and decorations….Many of us, however, feel more distant from this 

text…..Our lack of skill determines our interest in such affairs. But because God has chosen here to 

communicate His word in the form of a construction report we should pay careful heed to it.” 



 This chapter begins with identifying the year in which Solomon began construction. Why might the biblical 

writer hold the date of verse 1 as ‘highly important’ (Gen. 15:13; Exodus 12:40-41; 2 Samuel 7:1-15)? 

 

 

 

 Thought Question: What does this time line (see above) tell you about God and what effect should this 

truth have on the way we live our lives? 

 

 

 

 The basic plan of the temple proper was the same as that of the tabernacle (Exodus 26:15-30; 36:20-34), 

except that the dimensions of the sanctuary were doubled. R. D. Patterson notes, however, that “there is a 

spiritual and symbolic continuity that transcends the structure itself……From God’s perspective, whether it 

be a tent or a splendid structure of stone and cedar, there is no essential difference.” What is the spiritual 

and symbolic significance of the temple (Haggai 2:1-9; 1 Cor. 3:16-17; 2 Cor. 6:16; Hebrews 9; Rev. 

7:15)? 

 

 

 

 How was it that Solomon knew what the temple should look like and what should be in it (1 Chronicles 

28)? Identify specific verses and phrases from this chapter as evidence for your answer. 

 

 

 

4. Text: 1 Kings 6 ∙ Outside and Inside Solomon’s Temple 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “The fire that devastated England’s Windsor Castle was a costly disaster. To help pay for 

repairs, which cost millions of pounds, Queen Elizabeth opened her home to visitors….The opening of the 

palace offered a rare glimpse of the queen’s royal splendor. To know what people are like, it helps to see where 

they live……To see the royal palace (which Dr. Ryken did) was to experience the glory of Elizabeth’s 

kingdom. First Kings gives us a similar experience by taking us on a guided tour of Solomon’s temple, the 

house of God. Sometimes people wonder what God is really like….Visiting the house that Solomon built can 

help us get to know God better. When we look at the building carefully, seeing the plan for its structure and the 

details of its design, we learn the character of the God who lived there.” 

 Chapter 6 begins with a description of the exterior (vv. 2-10) of the temple and finishes with a more 

lengthy description of the interior (14-36), which as Richard Nelson notes, “makes sense because the 

average Israelite would have never seen the interior of the temple “since only the priests were allowed to 

enter the temple.” “As we take a tour of Solomon’s temple”, Dr Ryken suggests that we should ask 

ourselves this question: “What kind of God would live in this kind of house?” How would you describe 

God based on the interior and exterior description we are given of the temple? 

 

 

 

 

Personal Question: If this is how God describes Himself, then what implications are there, in this description, 

for those who are called by His name? 

 

 

 One could not miss that “gold” is mentioned 11times. Dr. Davis asks the question: “What should we make 

of all this gold?” What answer would you give to this question and what application we should draw for our 

own lives, when we observe all this gold that was placed in the temple? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Text: 1 Kings 6:11-13 ∙ An Intrusion 

Question: Dr. Davis: “These verses are obviously different from the surrounding text. Before and after we have 

reports of various aspects of temple construction, but here we have a revelation from Yahweh given to 

Solomon……..Yahweh must have communicates this message to Solomon while the temple was being built if 

verse 12a means anything. We should also note that verse 11-13 are placed at a natural transition point in the 

chapter, for verses 1-10 focus on the exterior of the temple, while verses 14-38 are concerned with the interior. 

So verses 11-13 interrupt the description of the temple at a natural division in the text. “Why the interruption,” 

however, asks Dr. Davis? What message does God want to convey to Solomon/Israel and us by interrupting the 

description of the temple with this message which includes both a “word of promise” and a “word of 

admonition?” 

 

 

 

Final Thoughts by Dr. Ryken: “Solomon’s temple was a place of awe-inspiring splendor……The biblical 

description of its construction and decoration are intended to awaken in the heart a longing for God. The Holy Spirit 

is lifting the veil so that we can see by faith into the holy place of God. As marvelous as it was to see the glory of 

Solomon’s architecture, it is infinitely more marvelous to meet the God whose beauty and royalty and holiness His 

temple proclaimed. 

Yet as awesome (and terrifying) as it was for people to go inside Solomon’s temple, there were doors (!) for people 

to enter. The Bible describes the doors that opened into the Most Holy Place: “For the entrance to the inner 

sanctuary he made doors of olivewood; the lintel and the doorposts were five-sided. He covered the two doors of 

olivewood with carvings of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers. He overlaid them with gold and spread gold on 

the cherubim and on the palm trees. 

Solomon also installed doors at the temple’s main entrance (vv. 33-36). These magnificent folding doors gave 

Solomon and his people limited access to the presence of God. On the one hand, the doors of the temple were there 

to let people in. There was a way to enter this marvelous building. There was even a way to enter the inner 

sanctuary, the Most Holy Place. Praise God for the doors of Solomon’s temple! They testify that the infinitely 

beautiful, royally glorious, perfect holy God actually desires to have a relationship with His people. 

Yet the doors were also there to keep people out. Only the priests were ever allowed to enter the temple at all, and 

even they could only enter when they were going about their priestly duties. Access to the Most Holy Place was 

even more tightly restricted. Only one man ever entered the Most Holy Place, and only once a year. On the Day of 

Atonement, the high priest would enter the inner sanctuary—alone—to make a blood offering for the people’s sins. 

Otherwise, the temple was strictly off limits; its doors were shut to show that people could not come into the 

presence of God, except by the representation of their priest.  

To understand the purpose of have a limited-access temple, it helps to realize the symbolism of its decoration. Like 

almost everything inside the temple, the folding doors to the temple and the inner doors to the Most Holy Place were 

covered with royal gold. They were also decorated with “carvings of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers.” 

Solomon continued this motif inside (v. 29). Everything was covered with vegetation. 

Perhaps the bright angelic figures and fair botanical designs that covered the temple were there simply for the sake 

of their beauty, which would be reason enough. After all, Solomon believed in art for God’s sake. But perhaps these 

decorations also had a deeper meaning. Can you think of a place of lush vegetation that was guarded by angels? 

The design of Solomon’s temples referenced the Garden of Eden, which meant that its doors symbolized the very 

gates of paradise. The garden where our first parents lived contained “every tree that is pleasant to the sight and 

good for food (Gen. 2:9). So the trees inside Solomon’s temple naturally reminded us of our ancestral home, as 

every tree and flower should. But, in this case, there are also angels in the architecture, which establishes a stronger 

connection with the Garden of Eden. When God drove Adam and Eve out of the garden for their sin in eating the 

forbidden fruit, He placed cherubim east of Eden “to guard the way to the tree of life” (Gen. 3:24). Whereas 

formerly the Garden of Eden was a place to go and meet with God, now angels barred the way, preventing the man 

and the woman from re-entering paradise. 

So when people came to the door of Solomon’s temple and saw the cherubim amidst the flowers and trees, they 

were coming to the gates of paradise. For most people, access to Solomon’s virtual garden was still denied; unless 

they were priests, they would never see the golden wonders inside the temple. Only the high priest would ever enter 

the presence of God, who was reigning from His earthly throne in the Most Holy Place. But however limited it may 

have been, there was access. God was opening up the way. The temple was a spiritual portal. The paradise lost could 

be regained. In fact, the gold inside the temple whispered rumors of an everlasting paradise, where even the streets 

will be paved with gold (Rev. 21:21). 

That was then; this is now. We are still living somewhat east of Eden, in a fallen and broken world. But God is 

calling us back home. He wants to have a relationship with us. He wants us to see His royal beauty. Therefore, He is 

inviting us into the throne room of His temple, where He is worshipped by holy angels. 



The way to enter God’s paradise is thru faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he 

will be saved (John 10:9). Jesus is the door for us because He has already entered the Most Holy Place—not the one 

inside Solomon’s temple, which was only a copy of the true reality, but heaven itself. Jesus entered the throne room 

of heaven as our priest to present the blood of His own sacrifice on the cross as the once-and-for-all atonement for 

our sin. 

Now, thru Jesus, the way is opened for us to God. The book of Hebrews says, “Since we have confidence to enter 

the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that He opened for us thru the curtain, that is, thru 

His flesh, and since we have a great high priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full 

assurance of faith (Heb. 10:19-22). Yes, let us draw near to God in His holy temple thru faith in Jesus Christ. He 

will forgive us; He will receive us; He will save us forever.”  

There was a time when God lived in Solomon’s house, but His long-range plan is for us to come and live in His 

house, the palace of paradise. I went to a palace once—Buckingham Palace, the year after the fire at Windsor Castle, 

when it opened to the public. Unfortunately, I never did get to see the Queen, in all her royal splendor. But what do I 

care? Thru Jesus I have been invited to the palace of all palaces, the golden paradise of God. When I arrive, the King 

will be waiting to receive me in the beauty of His holiness.” 
 


