
Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 6 ∙ Text: 1 Kings 7-8:13 

1. Text: 1 Kings 7:1-12 ∙ Better Homes and Gardens 

Question: Iain W. Provan: “The building of the temple structure is finished, and perhaps we expect to hear how 

the whole project was brought to completion thru its furnishings. Not so! The description of the temple is not 

picked up again until 7:13. Instead……” 

 Thought Question: “Instead” what we have is a description of the five buildings which Solomon built near 

and alongside of the temple of God. What are we to make of these twelve verses sandwiched between the 

two extended sections on the temple building? What are we to make of these buildings? Is it possible to 

view these buildings in a positive light, and if so, where do you find the positives in these verses (1 Kings 

8:10-11)? 

 

 

 Dr. Ryken suggests that there may also be some spiritual dangers that go with “living in palaces.” What 

negatives or spiritual dangers/ temptations do you find in these verses? 

 

 

 

 

 What are some of the ways in which we should make application to our lives thru both the positive and 

negative aspects of the building of these buildings (Matthew 6:28-29)?  

 

 

 

 

2. Text: 1 Kings 7:13-14, 15-47; 2 Chronicles 2:11-14; Exodus 31:1-11 ∙ Hiram/Huram-abi the Craftsman 

Question: Based on the amount of space allotted to Hiram and his work, it is clear that God wanted us to 

consider this man and his contribution to the temple.  

 Identify the contribution made by Huram and what made him uniquely qualified for the work he was asked 

to do.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Application by Dr. Ralph Dale Davis: “Finally, we discover in 1 Kings 7—obvious even to the casual 

reader—a delight in detail. The detail, however, can be deceptive. We may think as we plod thru the 

various descriptions line by line that the write has simply put intricate blueprints into semi-understandable 

prose. But we would be wrong, for deVaux is right: “The editor did not have the interest of an architect or 

an archaeologists and he has omitted details which would be essential for a reconstruction.” So the writer 

has omitted much. And yet he has described much. And he seems to have pleasure in doing so. One senses 

this, for example, in his depiction of the bronze' sea'……One can see how much the Kings writer relishes 

this temple detail by comparing his account with that in 2 Chron. 3-4. The Chronicler has an intense 

interest in the temple and yet the Chronicles’ account is actually much briefer than in Kings (72 verses vs. 

40 verses)…….Why such intricate description? Western Bible readers at least don’t seem to have the 

patience for it. Isn’t it tedious? You may wonder why you should care how many pomegranates are on top 

of that pillar or how many baths those ten basin/lavers contain. Why do we need to print the inventories of 

the bronze and gold artifacts? But these questions are wrong-headed. Does the writer find it laborious or 

tedious? That is the proper question. And the answer is, Not likely, or he wouldn’t have gone to such detail. 

Item by item he sees science and art in the service of Israel’s God. 

Ronald Allen passes on the story of a European craftsman who traveled to America to give his life to some 

of the most intricate work on one of its grandest places of worship. A tourist was viewing the edifice one 

day and noticed this craftsman doing meticulous work high up near the ceiling, focusing his skill on some 

symbol all but invisible from the floor….So the sightseer asked, “Why are you being so exact; no one can 

even see the detail you are creating from this distance? The busy artist shot back, “God can!” 

Is that not the position of the writer of 1 Kings 7? Is he not suggesting that intricate, carefully wrought 

beauty is most fitting for the God of the Bible? Is he not implying that nothing can be too good, too lavish, 

too well done for such a marvelous God? We must never offer slop to Him. Who would have thought that 

the Holy Spirit might use 1 Kings 7 to convict us of the flippant and casual procedures we sometimes call 

‘worship’? 



3. Text: 1 Kings 7:48-51; Acts 6:8-7:53  

Question/Comment by Iain Provan: “Our reading of the narrative of 1 Kings 6-7 has taken some time. It would 

have taken longer if we had paused to consider the many obscurities in the Hebrew text, which our English 

translations disguise for the sake of coherent reading. Arriving at a precise mental picture of Solomon’s temple 

has always required a certain amount of educated guesswork. At least one thing, however, is clear. This is a 

building that to the authors is one of famous complexity and splendor—a building designed to impress (Luke 

21:5-6). Even the sockets for the doors were made of gold! Yet that ominous word in 6:11-13 should prevent us 

from getting too carried away with the beauty of what we have seen. It reminds us that God is not half so 

impressed with structures as with _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. This is the point made much later by Stephen in Acts 7, where 

the story in 1 Kings 6-8 is centrally important. It is a point, however, that the book of Kings will itself work out 

at some length.” What point does Stephen make clear which Iain Provan says “will become clear” by the writer 

of 1 Kings? 

 

4. Text: 1 Kings 8:1-13 ∙ The Ark of the Covenant 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “Without question and beyond all doubt, it was the most extraordinary worship service 

that any of them had ever witnessed. Indeed, it may have been the most awesome, spine-tingling, goose bumps-

inducing worship that any group of human beings had ever offered to the living God (2 Chronicles 5). 

 1 Kings 7 ends by saying that “all the work that King Solomon did on the house of the Lord was finished. 

And Solomon brought in the things that David his father had dedicated, the silver, the gold, and the vessels, 

and stored them in the treasuries of the house of God.” Of all the furniture that Solomon brought into God’s 

temple, the most important was the Ark of the Covenant (8:1). To understand where the ark was, and why, 

it will help to reflect on its history. Using the following texts, trace the journey of the Ark of the Covenant 

(Ex. 37:1-9; 40:1-8, 19-21, 34-38;  Joshua 3:1-17, 18:1; 1 Samuel 4-7:2;2 Samuel 6:1-19). 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Ryken: “Now it was time to bring the ark all the way up the mountain. So King Solomon called a 

national assembly for worship………The timing of this festival seems to be significant. Solomon finished 

building a house for God in the 8th month and the ark was brought up in the 7th month, which presumably 

means that the temple was dedicated shortly before it was finished, or else (and this seems more likely) 11 

months later, which would give enough time to plan a suitable celebration. Since it took place in the 7th 

month of the year, the celebration was scheduled to coincide with the Feast of Tabernacles.” Ryken also 

notes that “the symbolism of this schedule would not have been lost on anyone in Israel.” What do you 

think was the significance of the timing of this “national assembly” when the Ark of the Covenant was 

brought into the temple (Leviticus 23:39-44; Deut. 31:10-30)?  

 

 

 Why was the Ark of the Covenant the most important piece of furniture in the new temple? What did it 

represent and what was the ark, with its two tablets of stone, an ongoing reminder of? 

 

 

 

 “Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the leaders of the father’s 

houses of the people of Israel…….and King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel who had assembled 

before him, were with him before the ark.” What important “principle” is set forth here by Solomon and the 

people of Israel and in what ways would you apply this to our lives today? 

 

 

 

 

 Verse 5 tells us that Solomon and the people made countless offerings/sacrifices as the ark ascended the 

Temple Mount. These sacrifices are reminiscent of what happened when David first brought the ark up to 

Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6:13). Why was it appropriate for the people to make these offerings/sacrifices at this 

time and what application is there for us in this scene (Leviticus 16:1-22; Hebrews 9)? 

 

 



 

 The placement of the Ark of the Covenant teaches us about God also. What do you learn about God from 

the place where the priests placed the Ark of the Covenant and what application is there for us in this truth 

as it pertains to our lives today (2 Samuel 6:1-11; Ps. 99:1-9; Hebrews 9:24)? 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Thoughts by Dr. Ryken: “Last, but not least, “we are brought to the most dramatic moment in the story of 

Solomon and the Ark of the Covenant: the moment when God descended in unapproachable glory.” writes Dr. 

Ryken. He continues: “The whole worship service had been spectacular…….but shortly after the priest carried the 

ark into the temple, they came running back out (vv.10-11)…….Something similar happened when Moses set up the 

tabernacle for the first time (Ex. 40:34-35) “and Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud 

settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 

As it was in the days of Moses, so it was in the days of Solomon: when God first entered the house, His presence 

was so glorious that the priests could not stay inside long enough to do their priestly duty! Here we encounter a 

mysterious irony, or perhaps an ironic mystery. The temple was the one place on earth where people could go and 

meet with God, thru the ministry of a priest. But when the temple was finally open for business, no one could enter 

because God was too glorious! The true and living God cannot be put in a box, even a box as beautiful as Solomon’s 

temple. 

What people saw that day was a theophany—a visible manifestation of the visible God. When God appears to His 

people in the OT, typically He does so in the form of a glorious cloud. This was the same cloud that Moses and the 

children of Israel saw when they traveled thru the wilderness and again when they reached God’s holy mountain 

(Ex. 13:21-22). It was the dark and glorious cloud of the presence of God—a physical representation of His divine 

being. This cloud was infinitely the most glorious thing in the temple, which for all its glorious splendor was only 

made glorious by the presence of God. Here is how the Puritan Matthew Henry described what Solomon’s temple 

would be without its God: The temple, though richly beautified, yet while it was without the ark was like a body 

without a soul, or a candlestick without a candle, or a house without an inhabitant. All the cost and pains bestowed 

on this stately structure are lost if God does not accept them; and unless He pleases to own it as the place where He 

will record His name; it is after all but a ruinous heap. 

We could say the same thing about the church of Jesus Christ; we are nothing without our God. This is true of 

church buildings. Is anything more tragic to see than a magnificent house of worship where God is no longer 

worshipped, where the gospel is no longer preached, and where the Holy Spirit is no longer present in His saving 

and sanctifying power? The same principle holds true for the ministries of the church. Unless the Lord is with us, 

none of the work we do in the church—none of the teaching and preaching, none of the caring and sharing, none of 

the mercy work or the missionary evangelism—will make any difference for the kingdom of God. What would a 

prayer meeting be without the presence of God to guide people in their prayers? What would a Sunday school class 

be without the help of the Holy Spirit in teaching and applying the Scriptures? What would mercy ministry be 

without the living presence of Christ in feeding the hungry or visiting the prisoner? 

But when God is in the house, His Word goes out with power and His Spirit changes people’s lives from the inside 

out. What a blessing it was for Israel to see the glory of the Lord filling the temple of the Lord….It is also a blessing 

for us because we too are in the presence of the God of Solomon. He has revealed Himself to us, especially in His 

Word, so that we can perceive His glory. But we will never be able to manage or control God. We will never be able 

to keep Him in one place and say that we know everything there is to know about Him. There will always be 

glorious mysteries about the character of God that go beyond our finite comprehension. The more we encounter 

Him, the more awesome His glory will seem to us. 

One day we will see the fullness of this glory for ourselves, as Jesus prayed we would. We will see Jesus Christ, 

coming for the nations, descending in the cloud of God’s glory. We will be ushered into the glorious presence of His 

God and our God. We will enter the holy sanctuary of heaven, which is “filled with smoke from the glory of God 

and from His power (Rev. 15:8). But we will not see any temple there, for the temple of that great city “is the Lord 

God the Almighty and the Lamb (Rev. 21:22). 

This is the God we worship and honor: the God who dwells in awesome holiness and unapproachable glory. This is 

also the God we are called to serve. The Presbyterian missionary Elizabeth Freeman wrote about this holy service in 

a letter to one of her nieces. Freeman and her husband John were pioneer missionaries to India. After only 7 years of 

gospel service, they were seized in a Muslim uprising, marched to a nearby parade ground, and shot in cold blood. 

Earlier Freeman had written these words to live by: “I hope you will be a missionary wherever your lot is cast, and 

as long as God spares your life; for it makes little difference after all where we spend these fleeting years, if they are 

only spent for the glory of God. Be assured there is nothing else worth living for.” No, there is nothing else worth 

living for, except the glory of Solomon’s God, whose holy presence is with us wherever we go.”  


