
Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 7 ∙ Text: 1 Kings 8:14-61 

1. Text: 1 Kings 8:12-21 ∙ Solomon Blesses the People 

Question: R. D. Patterson: “Solomon recognized the glory cloud for what is was and saw in it God’s approval 

and promised presence…………God said that He would “dwell” in thick darkness. This is not His normal, 

regular habitation, but He [graciously] manifested Himself in this form for Israel’s sake. It is clear from 27-28 

that Solomon was under no illusion, as though God needed the temple for His own sake. But just as God is 

enthroned in heaven, so He has seen fit to use Solomon’s temple as His throne on earth.” 

 Matthew Henry: “Solomon blessed them, that is, he pacified them, and freed them from the consternation 

they were in.” The blessing of the people by Solomon took the form of praise to God, which is as it should 

be. In what way would the people have been blessed and “pacified” thru Solomon’s words of praise to 

God? 

 

 

Personal Question: Matthew Henry writes that “we have the best sense of God’s mercies when we compare what 

God does with what he has said.” What has God done recently for you, which has given you a “sense of His mercy” 

and, following Solomon’s example, for which you have blessed Him? 

 

2. Text: 1 Kings 8:22-30 ∙ Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication 

Question: R. D. Patterson: “Solomon stood before the whole assembly. 2nd Chronicles 6:13 notes that he made a 

three-cubits-high bronze platform. He stood facing the assembly with his hands outstretched in prayer. This was 

a common attitude in prayer in the ancient world, the supplicant standing with outstretched and open hands (Is. 

1:15). Solomon stood as the representative and shepherd of his people, leading them in public worship and 

acting as intercessor. His prayer stands as one of the great public prayers of Scripture.” 

 One might ask, “Is the posture in which I pray important?” Identify the two main aspects of Solomon’s 

posture, as he prayed. Also, identify what Solomon was giving expression of by taking these positions 

before the people and God (8:54; Ephesians 3:14). 

 

 

 

 R. D. Patterson: “One of the great dangers in analyzing a prayer such as this one is to either reduce it to its 

theological bones or to treat it in liturgical terms and thus take the heart out, losing its warmth and passion.” 

What was it that particularly moved Solomon on this occasion (Exodus 34:1-9)? 

 

 

 

 

 Solomon is not ignorant of the “counterpart” to these characteristics of God. Of what does Solomon remind 

the people (and us), which has its roots in Deuteronomy 7:1-11? 

 

 

 

 Thought Question: R. D. Patterson writes: “By means of the rhetorical question in v. 27, Solomon made it 

very clear that he was under no illusion as to the meaning of the temple, nor was it properly speaking, a 

home for God. It would be utterly impossible to build a house that could even begin to be commensurate 

with, or adequate to, the majesty of God.” If God does not need the temple (as a place to dwell in) what 

then was the purpose of the temple (27-30; Isaiah 66:1-2)? 

 

 

 Thought Question: Thru-out chapter 8 Solomon rightfully acknowledges the “transcendence” of God 

(vv.30, 32, 34, 39, 43, 45, 49). William Barnes writes: “How sweetly ironic it is that the great builder of the 

first Temple acknowledged forthrightly and repeatedly that God did not really and ultimately live there.” 

What comfort did this truth afford for Israel and for us to day (Jonah 2)? 

 



 

3. Text: 1 Kings 8:31-53 ∙ Seven Specific Requests 

Question: Having made a general request that God would hear his prayer and the prayers of the people “when 

they pray towards the temple”, Solomon now makes 7 particular requests. R. D. Patterson notes “that the 

background to most of the various calamities in these verses is found in Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28-30. 

So then we see that Solomon was once again basing his request, as we should also, on the Word of God 

Himself, and thus Solomon could pray with assurance and expectancy.” 

 The 1st case is found in vv. 31-32. What is the situation and what does he ask of God and what might 

Solomon’s main concern be (Exodus 22: 1-11)? 

 

 

 The 2nd case is found in vv. 33-34. Describe the situation, the cause, and the threefold condition which must 

be met in order that “God forgive and restore them again.” 

 

 

 The 3rd case is found in vv. 35-36. Solomon’s 3rd request concerns the drought brought on by the sin of the 

people. Patterson notes “that Israel’s crops depended on the good and well-timed fall and spring rains. The 

Canaanites thought to ensure for themselves fertility for their land and abundant rains by worshipping 

Baal…..and the Israelites had already proven that they were very much prone to emulate their neighbors.” 

This passage gives the same three conditions of restoration as the previous section. However, in this case 

Solomon adds a special request. What does Solomon ask God to do by way of the adversity He sends (1 

Cor. 10:11)? 

 

 

 The 4th case is found in vv. 37-40 and deals with famine and various kinds of plagues…….What is the 

particular emphasis in these verses and what is the goal Solomon has in sight with this request? 

 

 

 

 The 5th case is found in vv. 41-43. In making this request, what does Solomon recognize and what vision 

does he have? 

 

 

 

 The 6th case is found in vv. 44-45. What situation does Solomon address and what does he ask God to do 

for His people? 

 

 

 The 7th and last case is found in vv. 46-53. Describe the situation put forth in these verses and identify what 

Solomon asks God to do. Under what condition or for what reason does Solomon say God should do this 

for His people (Daniel 6:1-28)? 

 

 

 

 

4. Text: 1 Kings 8:54-61 ∙ Solomon’s Benediction 

Question: Matthew Henry: “Solomon, after his sermon in Ecclesiastes, gives us the conclusion of the whole 

matter; so he does here, after his long prayer; it is called his blessing the people.” 

 Solomon stood up to bless the people, but he began by blessing God. Dr. Davis notes that “the blessing of 

God is eschatological in nature.” What key truth does Solomon express as he blesses God in verse 56? 

 

 

 Dr. Dale Ralph Davis: “But if Solomon has last things in view he has not forgotten daily things.” List the 

four things Solomon prays for as he blesses the people with his benediction? 

 

Concluding thoughts from Dr. Davis: “There is the grand scheme of Yahweh’s redemptive work and there are the 

daily needs of His people. And the latter do not get lost in the former. Yahweh is Lord of the last day but also of 

every day. He will bring about the consummation of His kingdom at the last, but he will not forget you in the 3rd 

week of September. He cares about what ‘each day requires’ for you. How you should adore this God.” 


