
Studies in the Life of Solomon ∙ Lesson 9 ∙ Text: 1 Kings 10:1-13 

Introduction by R. D. Patterson: “The visit of the queen of Sheba is a graphic illustration of the illustration of the 

fame of Solomon and of the awe that the reports of his wisdom and splendor inspired. The many legends and highly 

embellished accounts that have grown around this visit among the Arabs, Jews, and Abyssinians attest to the 

widespread knowledge of the event and to the interest it created. 

Sheba was in SW Arabia, present day Yemen. It is the best-watered and most fertile area of Arabia. By employing 

an extensive irrigation system, it developed a strong agricultural economy. But its chief strength lay in its being a 

center of trade. Its location kept it fairly secure from the power struggles in the Fertile Crescent and at the same time 

enabled it to be a convenient trade depot for traffic involving Africa, India, and the Mediterranean countries. It was 

famous for its trade in perfumes, incense, gold, and gem stones. Solomon’s fame reached the queen, probably thru 

the caravan traders that regularly passed thru Israel on their way to Damascus or Gaza.” 

 

1. Text: 1 Kings 10:1-12 ∙ The Queen of Sheba 

Question: Dr. Ryken: “Solomon and the queen of Sheba are a study in contrasts……..Their encounter was full 

of diplomatic intrigue. Although state visits are more common today, it was somewhat unusual in those days for 

a reigning monarch to make such a journey in person. Typically someone like the queen of Sheba would have 

sent emissaries to Solomon’s court (1 Kings 4:34). Instead she traveled more than a1000 miles thru the desert to 

meet the man in person.” 

 Dr. Davis notes that the “Queen of Sheba was no slouch—witness the inventory of her wares.” Dr. Ryken 

adds that “she was an important person in her own right. She was one of the most powerful and influential 

women in the world.” Based on what you have learned already about her and based on this account, in 

particular the first two verses, what words would you use to describe the Queen of Sheba—what kind of 

woman (person) would make a trip like this? Text note by Dr. Patterson: “Hard questions” (hidot) is 

generally translated “riddles,” which were enigmatic sayings or questions that cloaked a deeper 

philosophical, practical, or theological truth (Prov. 1:1-6).” 

 

 

 

 

 

 Make a list of all that the queen was able to see and experience as a result of the effort she made in visiting 

Solomon. 

 

 

 

 

 Describe (in detail) the response (vv.5-8) of the queen and the impression made on her by all that she had 

seen and heard (1 Kings 4:29-34).  

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Ryken: “By her good example, the queen of Sheba draws us into deep mysteries of the worship of 

God.” What special insights (v. 9) does the queen have into all that she has experienced which set “a good 

example” for all of us who have experienced even more than she thru Jesus Christ (2 Samuel 12:24-25)? 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Ryken: “Keep in mind that Solomon is a “type” of Christ. In other words, Solomon reveals the pattern 

of the salvation that God later provided in Christ. Therefore, in the story of Solomon and the Queen of 

Sheba we see how to respond to Jesus….We should give even more honor and find more joy in Jesus 

Christ. For as wise as Solomon was, he did not even know half of what Jesus knows. Talk about 

breathtaking (Matthew 13:54)! According to the following texts, what is “breathtaking” to you when you 

consider the wisdom of Christ: 

o I Cor. 1:18-30 

o Colossians 1:15-16 

o Colossians 2:1-3 

o 1 Timothy 1:17 



 Personal challenge by Dr. Ryken: “One final thing we can do for our King is to give Him our golden 

treasure. The Queen of Sheba did more than simply feel faint in the presence of Solomon’s superior 

wisdom or speak to him words of praise; she also did something more tangible………. Nor was she the 

only one, for “the fleet of Hiram”, brought gold from Ophir and a very great amount of almug 

wood…..This too was the answer to Solomon’s prayer (Ps. 72). Solomon’s treasuries were already full of 

gold, of course, but he was such a mighty king that he was worthy of even more tribute. Once again, these 

extravagant gifts remind us what the prophets said about the Savior (Isaiah 60:3-6)…….Jesus Christ is 

worthy of all our golden treasure and everything else we can offer Him. Not that we could ever add to His 

bank account, of course, as if He needed anything from us. Who has ever given anything to God? Whatever 

we have is from Him and thru Him (Romans 11:35-36)…….But whatever we have is also for Him, and 

therefore He is worthy of our wealth. So we bring Him our golden treasure, giving money to the King for 

the work of His kingdom…….We do this because Jesus Christ is royally worthy to receive our tribute and 

because the work of His glorious kingdom is the best investment we can possibly make.” When you 

examine your giving (time, treasure and talents) pattern would you say that it is a reflection of your 

agreement with that last statement?  

 

 

 

2. Text: 1 Kings 10:13; Matthew 12: 1-42 ∙ Royal Blessing 

Question: It was a very costly trip the Queen made, as Jesus put it in Matthew 12, “from the ends of the earth,” 

to hear the wisdom of Solomon. Those from outside the church have often looked upon being a Christian as 

being very costly. There seems to be much that Christians need to give up for the sake of the gospel. And in 

many cases it keeps them from committing their lives to Christ (Mark 10:17-22).  

 “But in the end,” as Dr. Ryken puts it, “this costly trip proved to be for her own benefit.” What “royal 

blessings” came to her as a result of the initiative she took when “she heard of the fame of Solomon?” 

 

 

 

 Dr. Davis: “Lastly, 1 Kings 10 speaks a word of criticism. We may finish 1 Kings 10 but Jesus tells us that 

we have not seen the last of the Queen of Sheba.” After reading Matthew 12:1-42, what is it that will 

happen at the resurrection/last judgment and why will it happen? 

 

 

 

 

 Personal challenge by Dr. Davis: “And we must heed Him (Jesus) because most of us stand in Israel’s 

sandals; indeed we have even more than Israel. And whether we are viciously resistant or merely casually 

indifferent it makes no difference. So don’t you dare read 1 Kings 10 and pat the Queen of Sheba on the 

head. You can do that, you know. You view the regal story in 1 Kings in the same way you do an old 

classic movie—it has entertainment value but no serious relevance. But you don’t dare patronize this royal 

lady or look at her as a fascinating literary cipher; because unless you bow before the Son of Man you will 

see her striding into judgment hall and pointing a finger at you.” 

 

 

 

 

  


