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Creational Text – Large Group


Real verses counterfeit



Money, email, handbags, sunglasses, Rolex


How did you know?


Do you think you would have been fooled if I didn't tell you ahead of time?
Creational Text – Small Group

Have you ever been fooled by something that was fake? What was it? How did you figure it out?


What will you do to make sure you aren't fooled again? What tests do you use to see if something is fake or not?


What techniques do fakers use to make their stuff look more convincing?


Why do you think it is painful to be faked out?

Scriptural Text
 Matthew 7:15-17

15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 
· What does this passage say we should test or discern? 

· What does this passage say we should look for?

· What do you think “good fruit” and “bad fruit” mean?
 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22

21 But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good; 22 abstain from every form of evil.

Philippians 1:9-10

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ,
· What do these passages say we should test or discern?

· What should we look for?

· When we find something that isn't helpful, something that is destructive, what should we do?
Galatians 6:3-5

3 If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves. 4 Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, 5 for each one should carry their own load.

· What does this passage say we should test or discern? 

· What are our rewards if we do it?
Connections
· In the scripture above we learned we should test prophets, “everything”, and even ourselves. “Everything” is a pretty broad category, what are some specific things that we should test or discern in our lives?

· When you listen to a song, do you ever think about the lyrics and what they really mean? Why or why not?

· When you watch a movie, do you ever stop to think about the message it is trying to communicate through the story?  Why or why not?

· When we hear someone talk about God (on TV, on Facebook, on the radio, or in Church) should we stop our “testing”? Why or why not?

· Why is taking the time and energy to think through something important?
Key: Take time to discern and test the culture around you.
