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Creational Text – Large Group
	Run the Race biblical analogy on the white board. What is the race? Phillipians 3
	
The first half of this year at Turning Point we’ve talked about atonement - how Jesus makes people right with God.  But how do we take advantage of this?  What do we have to do to be saved?  You'll explore this more in your small group time.


Creational Text – Small Group
	In your own words, what does it mean to be a Christian?
	How does someone become a Christian?
	What might lead someone to become a Christian?
		Throughout the responses to these questions you might her a lot about what Christians do, help your students begin to see that Christians rely on GRACE and we are propelled to faith and good works through the activity of the Holy Spirit.  Good works come as a byproduct of living in the hands of God's grace.
				
Scriptural Text – Small Group
	
	Ephesians 2: 4-10
4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

	How are we saved?
		Grace – unearned favor
	Who does salvation come from?
		Not from ourselves, it is a gift from God
	Should we feel proud we have gotten salvation? Why or why not?
		No, because it not by our works or anything we have earned. It is by God's mercy.


	Acts 16: 25-34
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!”

29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household were baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household.

What do Paul and Silas tell the jailer he needs to do to be saved?
	"Believe in the Lord Jesus"
What does the jailer do for Paul and Silas?
	Took them to his house and washed their wounds
What does Paul and Silas do for for the jailer's household?
	They baptize them.
How does the jailer feel afterward?
	Joy – he almost died (wanting to kill himself) Now he not only has his physical life but a new spiritual life – salvation through Jesus.

Well, if we are able to do this, we should feel pretty proud of ourselves right? I mean, we were able to be saved and others aren't, right? Not exactly.

	Heidelberg Chatechism Q & A 21

Q. What is true faith?

A. True faith is
      not only a knowledge and conviction
      that everything God reveals in his Word is true;
   it is also a deep-rooted assurance,
      created in me by the Holy Spirit through the gospel,
      that, out of sheer grace earned for us by Christ,
      not only others, but I too,
      have had my sins forgiven,
      have been made forever right with God,
      and have been granted salvation.

Who creates deep-rooted assurance inside us that our sins are forgiven?
	The Holy Spirit
Who ultimately deserves credit for our faith?
	God himself. Even our own desire to follow God is instilled in us by God.

	
Connections – Small Group
· Do you have faith in Jesus for your salvation?
· Could you declare your faith publically?
· When the Holy Spirit moves us to have faith in Jesus and we are saved, what response might we have to God?

	Prayer - Ask for any prayer requests. Praise the God for moving us to Faith and saving us by pure unmerited grace through Jesus' sacrfice.
