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Creational Text – Large Group


A game:  Each of you will get two pieces of candy. The leaders each have a large box or bar of candy. You have the opportunity to give away your small pieces of candy to another student. The leaders will write down who they see giving away candy and will award the the person who gave away candy to the most people with a large candy bar.  
The game we played here has some parallels to how we behave in real life and this is addressed in Jesus' teaching that we are going to look at today.  We talk about our motivations for doing good things. Some good works are honorable and healthy, but others are really just selfishness in disguise.
Creational Text – Small Group
· What strategies did you use to try to get the big box of candy? Making sure you are in front of a leader, being loud, using big gestures

· Why did you give the small pieces of candy to someone else? To try to get the bigger candy.
· In what ways could our “generosity” in the game be similar to our generosity in real life? Sometimes we do good things for the wrong reasons. It makes us look good. It helps us make more money. It earns us favor with certain people. It improves our own skills or resume.
· What rewards do we get from other people for doing good works? They think we are great. They want to be friends with us. 
Scriptural Text
   Matthew 6: 1-8
6 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.

2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.

5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 
· What does the word “hypocrite” mean in this passage? People who teach one thing and do a very different thing. They are actors. They are “two-faced”
· What do the hypocrites acts of giving and praying have in common?  They do it to be seen by other people and to get honor and respect.
· If the good stuff we do isn't noticed by anyone, what motivation do we have for doing it? Jesus was the ultimate giver, and we want to follow his example. We want to do good things because God is good and he is the one who saved us.
Connections
· Can you think of any examples of good works we do in public? Opening the door for someone, showing a serve trip slide show, buying someone a snack or a meal, giving someone a ride, inviting someone to join your group...lots of examples
· Do you think it is right to pray before your meal in public at a restaurant? Why or why not? You are on your own for this one :-)

· Doesn't Jesus also teach us to be a witness and let our light shine before other people? How can we obey both commandments? It's a matter of motivation. If you are just doing something to earn respect it is shameful. If you are doing good because you are motivated by God's love, that is outstanding!
· Make a list of all the reasons someone might do a serve project or give away money:



Which of these things serves ourselves? Which serves only other people?

· How can we remind ourselves about the reasons we do good things?

Key: Be careful about showing off how good you are. Be motivated by God's love for you, not your love of yourself.
