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Creational Text – Large Group


What did you get for Christmas?


Was it something you asked for? 


Who did you get it from?


How many of you got something you wanted from your parents?

Your parents gave you good gifts, because they love you. You got things you asked for, that you put on your list, because your parents are concerned with your happiness and well being.


Today you are going to learn about how God loves his children and gives us good gifts!
Creational Text – Small Group

Did you have a good Christmas break?


How does your family celebrate Christmas?


Did you get a gift you wanted?


Do you enjoy giving gifts? Why?


Do you get the sense that your parents like giving gifts to their kids?
Scriptural Text
   Matthew 7: 7-11
    7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.

9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 

· What three things does Jesus tell us to do?  What does he say will happen when we do those things? Ask, seek, knock. We will have a good result! God will make things happen for us. We will receive, we will find, we will have a door opened.
· The passage doesn't say directly what we should ask for, but what does verse 11 hint at? Good things. God isn't in the business of giving us things that will be harmful to us if we pursue his goodness and will for our lives. If we tune our hearts to God's character and desire healthy things, he will provide.
· Jesus uses an analogy about parents giving gifts (like we talked about in the intro time). In your own words, what does this analogy mean?  God is like a parent on Christmas, He delights in seeing his children enjoy his good things. Even limited people know how to care for others, imagine how much more a perfect God will care for our needs with his gifts.
· What do these verses say about the character of God? He is loving, intimate, compassionate, generous, caring, giving...
· How are God's gifts different than parents' gifts? Gods gifts won't disappoint. They are permanent, heavenly gifts.
   Matthew 7: 12
12 So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.
· This verse is a famous one. It even has a special name. Do you know it? The Golden Rule
· Relating to other people can be hard. There are tons of complicated social situations and etiquette questions.  Remember or imagine one particular issue or challenge you've had with another person. How could you come to a good course of action using the principle of the verse above? What would the best way to handle it?  Encourage kids to come up with a specific example. Perhaps share one from your own life.
Connections
· What good things can you ask God for?

· What about when we ask for good and holy things but God doesn't do them right away? Is he going back on his promise? No. There could be a couple things at play here. One, we are asking for something that may not actually be good for us. For example, a new yacht might sound nice, but could it make us more greedy and entitled? Maybe we are asking for a “stone” or “snake”. Two, what we ask for might be happening but we don't know it because it's happening in a different way. Three, evil has infiltrated the world. God always will provide for our needs but the world is still stained with sin. We maybe have to wait until the kingdom of heaven is restore to see everything be made perfect. God will get rid of sickness and death and hate, but we have to wait.
· How would you like other people to treat you?  Make a list:

· Notice that Jesus uses the positive sense in the Golden Rule – DO. Other religions also have a version of the Golden Rule, but it says in a negative sense “Do NOT [do to others what you wouldn't want done to you]. In this way Jesus' teaching is very proactive. It has energy.  What actions can you do tomorrow for another person from the list above?

Key: God loves us and gives us good gifts, we must do the same for others.
