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Creational Text – Large Group


	Q&A - What do you worry about?


	 I'll ask a few kids what they worry about. I expect at least one of them will say grades/school/tests


	Show and tell: college promotional material,  FAFSA, college catalog.


	I'll share some of the requirements and expectations for getting into college – pretty stressful stuff!


	Film clip from Orange County – "This is my future, right here in this envelope" 


	Some thoughts on grades from a High School teacher at a local christain school.





	"The main problems with grades are that they are comparitive by nature and they expect all students to meet the same standards.  In my opinion, both of those things are inconsistent with our Christian faith.  First, to me, Jesus commands us to love everyone equally and to put others above yourself.  So, it is never my goal to be better than anyone else.  If our goal is to get good grades (which is a noble thing for many students), by nature we want to get those grades so that we can be chosen for a scholarship, college, or vocation that other classmates will not qualify for.  Instead, I would encourage their goal to learn to the best of their ability so that they can make the world a more loving and just place.  Second, grades are supposed to measure whether or not each student reached the same standard.  People are unique, complex, and different.  Why is our goal to create machines - or kids who are exactly the same?  


 


On a side note, grades are meaningless and don't adequately show what each student has learned.  To me, learning happens automatically and is something you never forget.  For example, if you memorize 50 vocabulary words for a test, get an A, and then forget them two weeks later, you really haven't learned them.   I bet 90% of grades measure things that students eventually forget.  So, why worry about grades?"


	


Creational Text – Small Group


	What do you struggle with most at school? How does it make you feel?  Students could pick any number of things. Maybe it makes them feel intimidated, sick to their stomach, incompetent


	Do you worry about tests? Grades?  What makes you worry the most?  Maybe their parents will get on their case, they won't get into an advanced class, their friends might make fun of them.  


	Have you ever had a "This is my future, right here in this envelope" moment like in the movie clip? Have you ever felt there was so much riding on a certain test/assignment? What was it like?  Maybe a big project, paper, play performance. Maybe it was stressful, couldn't sleep


	Are you worried about high school? Getting into college? Finding a job? Why or why not?


	


Scriptural Text


   Matthew 6: 25-33





    25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?


   28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.





What do birds and flowers have to do with worrying?  They are examples of how God cares for his creation.  He doesn't let the birds or flowers fall apart, he won't let us fall apart either, so we should relax.


Why does Jesus say we shouldn't worry? There could be lots of answers. Here are a few ideas: 1. The basics of life are more important than the trappings 2. God takes care of his creation (see above) 3. You won't live longer by worring (often there is simply nothing you can do to take care of yourself, it is simply in God's hands) 4. Pagans chase fancy food, drink, and clothes before they seek God.


Does God care if we have the nesessities of life?  Yes, he promises a couple times in the text that he will provide for us.  God doesn't want us to worry not because he doesn't care about us, but because he care for us so much.


After Jesus tells us NOT to worry, he gives us some thing TO DO.  What is it? Why is it important? Seek the kingdom first.  Seeking God first will give us the proper sense of priorities and understanding of God's care for us.  It will show us the truth of our situation instead of leading us to panic.


Can we be sure God will take care of us?  He promises to in the passage, but it is hard.  It is tempting to want to take care of ourselves.  For example, some people find it less stressful to drive a car in heavy traffic than be a passenger.  Our comfort comes from control. Same thing with worry.  We want to control our situation, but Jesus calls us to the opposite approach.  Relying on God is ultimate security (God doesn't fail, we do) but it requires trust in God.








Connections


If you do worry about school and grades, can you explain why? maybe they want to have a good job someday (why?), so they can make money (why?), so they have food to eat. (exactly what Jesus is talking about, he promises to provide all we need)


Why do you think it is hard for us to stop worring?


But aren't grades, scholarships, and degrees somewhat important? What do you think a healthy approach to school would be like?


How would worring less affect your life? Perhaps you would be happier, more kind to others, in less of a hurry, maybe your grades would be worse (or better!)


If we could apply this passage and worry less about school and grades, what other areas of our life could we worry less about? Relationships, our satisfaction with our bodies, sports and hobbies, wins and losses.





Key: Serve the Lord to the best of your ability through your school work, but don't worry about grades.


