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Creational Text – Large Group


An experiment: 


I present a series of photos and invite the kids to make comments about the person or thing. A “scorekeeper” turns a white board away from the crowd and keeps score tallying each “positive” and “negative” comments. 


Tell me what you think of each thing I show. Make a comment about them: their appearance or personality.


After several images we reveal the “score” and discuss how many were positive vs. negative.

Was it hard to make judgments about people, even people we've never met?

Is it easier to make positive or negative comments about people? Why do you think that is?

Creational Text – Small Group

Was it easier for you to think up negative comments or positive comments about the things on the screen?


In everyday life, are you more quick to come up with positive things or negative things?


Why do you think we are so eager to judge others?

Scriptural Text
   Matthew 7: 1-5
    “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.
3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.

· In what way is verse 2 and the “Golden Rule” we studied last week similar? There is back and forth idea here again. There is reciprocity. We should treat others the way we want to be treated and the way we judge people is how we are judged.
· If another person is looking at your appearance, behavior, or personality how would you want them to judge you? Probably with understanding, “benefit of the doubt”, and mercy.
 The illustration Jesus uses for judging others is pretty obvious, but let's try it out together. Choose a couple people from the group. One puts on a blind fold (the plank) and tries to pull off the “clouded fold” (the speck) from another person.  Now take off the blindfold and try again!
· In your own works, explain Jesus' illustration of the plank and speck.
Connections
· What tools do we have for examining our own life and our own “planks”? Scripture, the church, teaching of wise people in our lives, prayer
· What are some of the “planks” in your own eye that you can remove?  Maybe this is a question to send home with the kids to consider, or let them think about quietly.
· These verses command Jesus' followers not to judge others, but are there times when Christians should use good judgment and discernment when evaluating situations or people?  Check out John 7:24, 1 John 4:1, or Matthew 10:16.
· If Jesus teaches us not the be harshly judgmental of others, what attitudes should we have in place? Curiosity, grace, patience,mercy, forgiveness, gentleness, kindness
Key: Relate to others with mercy, grace, and forgiveness.
