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Creational Text – Large Group


A big picture of heaven and earth. The Bible Project video.
Creational Text – Small Group

What is the usual image of heaven that most of us have? 


If there was a scene of heaven in a movie, what things would a director usually put on screen?

Scriptural Text
   Matthew 5: 17

17” Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.
  Matthew 7: 13-14


13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.

  Matthew 6: 9-10

9 “This, then, is how you should pray:

“‘Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

10 your kingdom come,

your will be done,

    on earth as it is in heaven.

· What is the “narrow gate” that Jesus talks about? It is Jesus himself, his one time, last time for all time sacrifice to wash away our sins and make it possible for us to live in God's presence.
· The Kingdom of Heaven can be a tricky concept even though the bible talks about it a lot. What is the Kingdom of Heaven? Again, it's hard to say exactly, but it is roughly “God space”. It is the perfect, just, loving, righteousness environment God occupies completely. It broke through into the world in the person of Jesus and will be completely realized one day when heaven and earth are made one.
· In the Old Testament how did people come to connect with “God space”?  What were the problems with this? Tabernacle, temple, and animal sacrifices.  Temples are imperfect, temporary things that can be destroyed. Animal sacrifices are temporary and are symbols of something greater.
· How does Jesus change the way we come to experience the Kingdom of Heaven? Jesus makes a way for us to be connected completely with God in heaven one day. His life made “God spaces” here on earth and we, as the church,  continue in his work.
· Are there other ways, beside Jesus, through which we can obtain the Kingdom of Heaven? No. In the Old Testament Israel connected with God through the Law and through sacrifices. But even with that they were stained by sin. Jesus made a new way, a way of grace and forgiveness through his sacrifice on the cross.
Connections
· We often talk about believing in Jesus so that we can go to heaven.  What parts of the Lord's Prayer and the video we watched expand (or modify) this idea? Heaven isn't only a place to which we go, it is the space God's perfection occupies. Jesus brought the Kingdom of Heaven here to earth. Our job as the church isn't to flee the earth, but to participate in God's work of bring heaven here. At the end of time God will build a perfect city here on earth.
· If Jesus and his followers are concerned with bringing the Kingdom of Heaven to places here on earth, how does that change our behavior and priorities. We perhaps need to think more about bringing justice and goodness here on earth. Often we think of our jobs as Christians as believing the right things so when we die we can go to Heaven. But maybe it is about our work here on earth too.
Key: Only Jesus saves us and connects us with the Kingdom of Heaven
