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Creational Text – Large Group



Have you ever broken something?



Three-wheeler story, digital camera story



There, I Fixed It slide show



Atonement – At-one-ment


Last week we talked about the brokeness of creation. This week we are going to talk about atonement. Atonement is about fixing things, about putting things back the way they were.  


When God fixes things it isn't like the pictures on the slide show, in fact, God says "Behold, I am making all things new!"  


Today in your small groups you are are going to look at all differnet perspectives on HOW Jesus fixes things.
Creational Text – Small Group



Have you ever broken something important?  Where you able to fix it? How? Was it as good as new?






Have you ever had a broken relationship? Were you able to repair it?

Scriptural Text – Small Group

This week's scripture exploration is going to be a little different. Each scriptures below talks about our atonement with God. Atonment means to cover, reconcile, pardon, satisfy, or ransom.  Instead of answering questions, work together with your group and your leaders to identify the main idea or "big concept" from the verse.  
**A big thank you to Pastor Marc Nelesen who identified the scriptures and provided the summeries.**
1)
Mark 10:45
45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Ransom to Satan – Satan holds the world hostage, God pays the “price” to get it back.
2)
John 10:18
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”
Love of God –  Jesus willingly gives his life as an act of love.

3)
Rom 5:18-19
18 Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people. 19 For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.

Recapitulation – Christ “redoes” right everything that humanity has “undone”.

4)
John 13:15-17
15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
Moral Example – Jesus shows the perfect way of trust & obedience.
5)
1 Corinthians 15 51-56
51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”[h]

55 “Where, O death, is your victory?

    Where, O death, is your sting?”[i]

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Christ the Victor – Jesus triumphs over the powers of evil. 

6)
Psalm 5: 4-11

4 For you are not a God who is pleased with wickedness;

    with you, evil people are not welcome.

5 The arrogant cannot stand

    in your presence.

You hate all who do wrong;

6     you destroy those who tell lies.

The bloodthirsty and deceitful

    you, Lord, detest.

7 But I, by your great love,

    can come into your house;

Wrath of God  – Christ’s death demonstrates God’s high regard to law and his attitude toward sin, yet forgives us through Jesus
7)
1 Peter 3:18
 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.
Substitutionary -- God’s just demands are met by another – a “stand-in” or substitute.
8)
Galatians 4: 4-7
 4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir. 

Hebrews 2:14
14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 

1 John 4:2
2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God,
“Incarnational” -- When God puts skin on and joins humanity, it undoes evil and lifts us. (CS Lewis:  “the Son of God became human so that humans could become the sons of God)
Connections – Small Group
· There are many different ways the bible talks about how Jesus atones for our sin.  In what ways are they different? In what ways are they the same?

· How is the way Jesus restores our relationship with God different than the fixes in the slide show?

Prayer - Ask for any prayer requests. Thank God for making us right with him through the person of Jesus Christ.
