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Worship Time – Large Group


Read portions of Isaiah 53


Singing: Jesus Paid it All

Scriptural Text – Small Group 

Today we are going to look at some of our church's teachings about how Jesus took our place.
First, what kind of condition is human kind in?...

Heidelberg Catechism Q & A 12

Q. According to God’s righteous judgment we deserve punishment both now and in eternity:
how then can we escape this punishment and return to God’s favor?

A. God requires that his justice be satisfied. Therefore the claims of this justice
must be paid in full, either by ourselves or by another.

Why do we deserve punishment? We are sinners. From the first sin of Adam and Eve to our decisions today, our lives are tainted with sin.
Why does God require that evil and sin be punished? God is holy, that is to say, he only allows good. God is just, things that are wrong or wicked have no place and must be corrected.
Q & A 13

Q. Can we make this payment ourselves?

A. Certainly not. Actually, we increase our debt every day.
Can doing good things make us right with God? Why or why not? No. We can never live perfectly. Our natural tendancy since the fall has been to mistreat God and our neighbor. We simply can't follow God's law fully.
Q & A 14

Q. Can another creature—any at all—pay this debt for us?

A. No. To begin with, God will not punish any other creature for what a human is guilty of. Furthermore,no mere creature can bear the weight of God’s eternal wrath against sin and deliver others from it.

Q & A 15

Q. What kind of mediator and deliverer should we look for then?

A. One who is a true and righteous human,yet more powerful than all creatures, that is, one who is also true God.

Q & A 18

Q. Then who is this mediator—true God and at the same time a true and righteous human?

A. Our Lord Jesus Christ, who was given to us to completely deliver us and make us right with God.
Why is important that Jesus is 100% human and 100% God?  Only a human has the that essential human nature that must pay for the sin. Only God can bear the weight of God's anger and earn restoration.
Connections – Small Group
Our World Belongs to God: 

Stanza 25. 

Standing in our place,
Jesus suffered during his years on earth,
especially in the tortures of the cross.
He carried God's judgment on our sin—
his sacrifice removed our guilt.
God raised him from the dead:
he walked out of the grave,
conqueror of sin and death—
Lord of Life!
We are set right with God,
given new life,
and called to walk with him
in freedom from sin's dominion. 
In the space below, write a prayer to Jesus. Tell him what it means to you that he took your place and removed your sin.  If you're not ready to write this kind of prayer, write down what questions you have have about Jesus.
